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element’ of water - in the perspective of the cosmic creation, sanctification, and 
glorification of the Kingdom of God in Christ and the Spirit.” (The Orthodox 
Faith, Vol. II, Worship, by Fr. Thomas Hopko, p.127.) All the readings, hymns, 
prayers, and actions of the day speak of God’s presence in our entire world and 
universe, His creation.

Through water all of the creation is once again sanctified by God, becoming 
good again, the way God had intended.

The Feast Of Theophany
The Feast of Theophany (or Epiphany) commemorates the Baptism of our 

Lord in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. We know from the troparion of the 
day that “the Trinity was made manifest” to us. But there’s more to it than this. 
“When Jesus descends into the depths of the river, there occurs a profound 
upheaval. It is not the one baptized who is purified, for he is spotless; but 
it is the water that is transfigured and illumined. This water, which 
was believed to be transparent and purifying, is in fact polluted, in-
habited by evil spirits, servants of the old gods… By purifying the 
elements, by sanctifying matter, Jesus frees the cosmos from the powers of 
evil.” (The Incarnate God, Vol. I, Catherine Aslanoff, French edition editor, 
translated by Paul Meyendorff, p.163.)

The Great Blessing of Water and the Home
The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day’s Liturgy. Since 

our homes cannot be brought to the Church, the Church - through the priest 
and cantor - go to the homes. There the service of blessing, which began in the 
church, is finished with the sprinkling of water in the home. Traditionally, in 
most Orthodox parishes, the priest personally visits all his parishioners each year 
to pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless their surroundings 
with the newly sanctified water of Theophany (January 6/13). By sanctifying our 
living quarters, our private place, we extend the grace of God to our individual 
dwellings. (In very large parishes a yearly visit may not be possible. In areas of the 
country where the winter is harsh, I know of at least one parish where houses are 
blessed at the beginning of the ecclesiastical year in September.)

We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the year to 
bless our homes and to drink whether we are ill or as part of our daily prayer 
life. “There are many occasions in family life when a sip of holy water can 
help to remind us of the blessing that was given ‘to bestow sanctification’, 
‘unto healing of soul and body’, ‘to be a fountain welling forth unto life 
eternal’, as the priest prayed in the litany of Epiphany day.” (Little Falcons: 
Water, Vol. 5, No. 2, 1998, p.33.)

Weaving Christ into Our Lives
The blessing of homes by these holy waters maintains the spiritual association 

between the ‘family church’ and the parish, as well as again providing for the 
sharing of God’s spiritual gifts. … This annual blessing is not as elaborate as 

the blessing of the new dwelling, but because of this it should not be overlooked, 
for it is in this way that the grace of God is extended to individual dwellings.” 
(Marriage and the Christian Home, p.25.)

If the priest comes to bless the home when the children are present, they 
have the opportunity to see the parish priest in a different and personal situa-
tion. If the priest permits, they can lead the way through the house, or hold a 
candle. They can show him their rooms or pets or favorite toys. They receive a 
blessing with water. For children, the house blessing shows the connection of 
the Church to the home.

In Summary
What does it mean to ask God to bless something? All things in the world 

have been spoiled right along with us. God must bless His world again in order 
for it to be the way that He wants it to be. For this reason God sent His Son 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit to the world: to bless everyone and everything 
that He made, to make all things good again. When the priest comes 
to bless our homes, he asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it of 

every evil and to fill it with every blessing. What a wonderful way to begin 
the New Year!

FATHER, GIVE US A PROFITABLE WORD…
What is it that I love when I love you? Not the beauty of a body or the comeli-

ness of time. Nor the luster of the light pleasing to the eyes, nor the sweet 
melodies of all manner of songs, nor the fragrance of flowers, ointments and 
spices, not manna and honey, nor limbs welcome to the embrace of the flesh - I 
do not love these when I love my God. And yet there is a kind of light, a kind of 
voice, a kind of fragrance, a kind of foods, a kind of embrace, when I love my 
God, who is the light, voice, fragrance, food, embrace of the inner man, where 
there shines into the soul that which no place can contain, and there sounds 
forth that which time cannot end, where there is fragrance which no breeze 
disperses, taste which eating does not make less, and a clinging together which 
fulfillment does not terminate. It is this that I love when I love my God.
St. Augustine

Do not be surprised that you fall every day; do not give up, but stand your 
ground courageously. And assuredly the angel who guards you will honour 
your patience. While a wound is still fresh and warm it is easy to heal, but old, 
neglected and festering ones are hard to cure, and require for their care much 
treatment, cutting, plastering and cauterization. Many from long neglect be-
come incurable. But with God all things are possible [Matthew 19:26].
+ St. John Climicus, Step 5.30, Ladder of Divine Ascent

Fastings, vigils, meditation on the Scriptures, self-denial, and the abnega-
tion of all possessions are not perfection, but aids to perfection; because the end 
of that science does not lie in these, but by means of these we arrive at the end. 
St. John Cassian

HOUSE BLESSING SEASON



and as the main speaker at the public Memo-
rial Service for the Unborn at the War Memorial 
downtown at 2:30 pm on Sunday, January 22. 
We will celebrate the Liturgy together on Satur-
day at 10 am, which will be followed by brunch 
and fellowship. The lecture by Fr. Josiah on 
“Sanctity of Life and Family”will begin at 1 pm, 
followed by a panel discussion with questions 
and answers that includes a Roman Catholic 
nun and a Lutheran pastor.

The event is cosponsored by our local chapter 
of Orthodox Christians for Life, which asks at-
tendees to contribute baby diapers and clothing, 
sizes newborn to one year, at the Saturday event. See the flyer on the bulletin 
board in the hall. Mark your calendars and plan to attend, and please let Fr. 
David or Patricia Rigby know if you can be there (for hospitality planning).

ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JANUARY 29
Pledging members who have fulfilled their pledge for 2016, and have par-

ticipated in the Mysteries of the Church during the past year, should mark the 
calendar for Sunday, January 29, 12:30 pm, for our annual parish meeting. 
Reports on our previous year, presentation of the 2017 budget, an update on 
expansion plans and election of the Parish Council and Episcopate Congress 
delegates for the coming year are important items to be addressed.

HOUSE BLESSING SEASON
The period after the Feast of the Theophany is house blessing time: a time 

to rededicate our homes and our lives to Christ, and ask God’s blessing for the 
coming year. It is also a good opportunity for the priest to have a bit more time 
for conversation and fellowship with individual families, in a more intimate 
setting. The home should be made ready with a clean bowl of water, an icon, 
a candle and a white tablecloth (if available) on the main table or at the icon 
corner. All media and electronics should be turned off.

Great Lent begins on February 27, 2017; it is advised to have all house bless-
ings completed before then. Take a look at the sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the church hall, which has suggestions for concentrating on the vari-
ous areas of the city in the same time period. Any possible daytime ap-
pointments would be helpful and welcome. Please take a look at your 
calendars, and sign up on the sheet. Call the church office or call/text 
Fr. David’s cell phone (317.627.2282) to make an appointment.

CHURCH CALENDAR AVAILABLE!
Our annual calendar filled with many pictures of our life together 

(as well as feasts, fasts, vigils, birthdays, anniversaries and namedays) 
is available at the bookstore or see Daniel Wilson. Still $15!

Also available are the smaller tear-off calendars, fee for the taking on the 
narthex table. Our thanks to Stephens Mortuary which sponsors these calen-
dars each year.

 

BOOK STUDY THIS WEEK
We continue our study this Wednesday of “The Heavenly Banquet,” an 

in-depth look at the content – and more importantly, the meaning – of our 
central worship service, the Divine Liturgy. We will continue a reflection on the 
culmination of the first part of the Liturgy, the Holy Gospel. All are invited and 
encouraged to attend, and be edified in the discussion of the fullness of our 
Orthodox Faith.

PROJECT MEXICO TRIP 2017!
The Project Mexico trip dates have been set for our Central Indiana team: 

the week of June 7-June 13. Our group has been allocated 25 slots, and five are 
still available. The deadline for joining the team is the end of this month. If 
you have been considering being a part of this life-changing and rewarding 
experience, don’t delay! See Neal Locasto if you wish to be included.

WHY DO WE HAVE OUR HOMES BLESSED?
Phyllis Meshel Onest, M.Div.

Begin Everything with Prayer
Since we are reminded in Scripture to begin whatever we do with prayer, it 

has been the practice of Orthodox Christians for centuries to have new dwell-
ings blessed either before or just after settling in. This has been extended to 
one’s business or office, and even college dorm rooms. “The service performed 
by the priest to bless the new dwelling is somewhat similar to the consecration 
of a church in that holy water, holy oil, and incense are used and a lesson 
from the holy Gospel is read. All the rooms of the house are sprinkled with 
holy water and each of the four outer walls are anointed with the sign of the 
Cross with holy oil, a candle placed before them, and after the censing of the 
house, the lesson from the Holy Gospel is read. At the conclusion of the bless-
ing, the inhabitants are blessed with holy water: the husband first, followed by 
the wife and then the children - the oldest first. Relatives and friends present 
are then blessed.” (Marriage and the Christian Home, by Rev. Michael B. 
Henning, p.24.)

Back to “The Fall”
From Scripture we know that whatever God created 

was good, but with “the Fall,” evil entered the world, 
corrupting the creation. God the Father sent His Son 
Jesus to save it by effecting a “new creation.” This is 
celebrated at Theophany, specifically with the Great 
Blessing of Water. “The consecration of the waters on 
this feast places the entire world - through its ‘prime 

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2017: 29TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(TONE 5, MATINS GOSPEL 8)

8:40 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

MONDAY, JANUARY 16
6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting (Church Hall)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18
6:15 pm Daily Vespers
7:00 pm “Heavenly Banquet” Study

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (St. George Church)
1:00 pm Ashanin Lecture and panel discussion (see announcement)
4:15 pm Church School
5:00 pm Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm Great Vespers (followed by confessions) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Denise Halman, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Brian McDonald, 

Zachary Waltz, P’sa. Janene Wey and Margaret Wey.

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (32nd Sunday after Pentecost: Zaccheus) 1 Timo-
thy 4:9–15; Luke 19:1–10.

Sunday, January 22
2:30 pm  Public Memorial Service for the Unborn, 
 Fr. Josiah Trenham speaking (War Memorial, downtown Indy)

Sunday, January 29
12:30 pm Annual Parish Assembly (for qualified voting parish members)
6:00 pm Vespers for the Three Hierarchs

Monday, January 30 – Three Hierarchs 
(Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom)

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy (with Academy students)
Wednesday, February 1

6:30 pm  Vigil for the Meeting of the Lord
Thursday, February 2

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for the Meeting (with Academy students) 
 followed by festal brunch

2017 ASHANIN MEMORIAL LECTURE THIS SATURDAY
The Presbyters Council of Central Indiana is pleased to offer a very special 

retreat weekend this year for the Charles Ashanin Lecture: Fr. Josiah Trenham 
will present for the weekend, for the retreat sessions on Saturday, January 21 
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