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the realization of the Gift. When you are trying to find a gift for someone, the 
most difficult part, it seems to me, is to think of something that communicates 
the unique place, the unique value, and the particular affection that you hold. 
Gifts can be so generic, but no human being is generic. My sense of the Gift is 
that it is utterly particular and unique. What God gives is never “one size fits 
all.” Salvation is the healing and fulfillment of a person and cannot be the 
same from one to another. Although all are formed and shaped “according to 
the image and likeness of God,” that image and likeness has an infinite variety 
in its personal expression.

It is in this sense, that Pascha, Christ’s death and resurrection, is the cre-
ation and birth of every human being. This is not simply the creation and 
birth of humanity, but of each truly unique person. Pascha is therefore my 
story (and yours).

This unique reality that constitutes our true self, is, in its most foundational 
aspect, a gift. We never “create ourselves” (pace Justice Kennedy). We are not 
the makers of our own reality. There is such a wonderful liberation in this 
when we begin to truly understand it. We do not bring ourselves into exis-
tence, nor do we form and create our world. Our present reality is not 
the result of some chain of decisions and consequences. Such naive 
reductionism (often posited by many religious people) simply fails to 
adequately describe even the smallest portion of our reality and that 
which is rightly termed, “the self.”

The modern narrative of the self views human beings as absurdly re-
sponsible for their lives. That small fraction of our lives that is affected by our 
decisions is credited with the creation of the whole. It is a distortion that is 
useful only in coercing our agreement with and cooperation in the injustice of 
the present world order.

The truth of our being is that we are an intersection of many things, an 
almost infinite concatenation. It is far more accurate to describe the “self” as 
a witness, the subject that bears witness to the concatenation of events that is 
uniquely gifted to us.

To say that “I am unworthy” is to be an accurate witness. Nothing of what I 
am in this moment, even in this life, is finally of my own making. It cannot be 
described in terms of worthiness. At its core, the experience of unworthiness is 
the acknowledgment of the gift, and thus the offering of thanks.

To stand rightly at Pascha, is, finally, to stand at the end of all things, the 
beginning of all things, and thus at the beginning and end of our lives. It is 
beholding Christ’s Pascha that allows us to see the gift and to understand that 
this – this Pascha – is the revelation of our own lives. It is also true that when 
we see things rightly, the unique witness that is our life, this unique gathering 
of events, is itself Christ’s Pascha.

St. John Chrysostom says in his great Paschal homily: “Christ is risen and 
not one dead is left in the grave.” Every life is revealed not only as a life but as 

a Pascha. “Christ is risen” is the song of our true humanity. To stand at this 
very moment and confess before God, “I was created precisely for this,” is to 
stand at Christ’s Pascha.

Glory to God for the Gift.
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/2017/04/18/the-paschal-gift/

GEORGE THE TROPHY-BEARER
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy-bearer 

George was a Christian Roman soldier killed under Diocletian at the begin-
ning of the fourth century. Though he was born in Cappadocia, his mother 
was from Palestine, and thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian 
Christians. He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 
amongst other places. The Church commemorates George on April 23, and the 
translation of his relics on November 3.
Life

According to Tradition, George was born to a Christian family during the 
late third century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer 

of the army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her na-
tive city as a widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of 
George’s father, where she provided him with a respectable education 
and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father’s example in joining 
the army soon after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier 
and consequently rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his 
late twenties he had gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes 
(count). By that time George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of 
the personal guard attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of 
Christians across the Empire. His caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible 
for this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign 
(305–311). It is believed that George was ordered to take part in the perse-
cution but instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the 
imperial decision. An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of 
this apparent traitor and his execution.

Then, after innumerable forms of torture, George was executed by decapita-
tion in front of Nicomedia’s defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness of his 
suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to also 
become Christians, and so they also joined George in martyrdom as conse-
quence. George’s body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where Christians 
soon came to honour George as a martyr.
https://orthodoxwiki.org/George_the_Trophy-bearer

THOMAS SUNDAY



There should be no kneeling, at church or at home, during the festal period 
(the Greek term “anastasis,” translated as “resurrection” in English, literally 
means “stand up”).

It is appropriate to greet one another, in any communication, with “Christ 
is risen! Truly he is risen!” Let us not grow tired of proclaiming this wonder 
to one another.

May God increase our joy and our hope in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Truly he is risen!

BEETREAT AT HOLY TRINITY, MAY 6
Registration is now open for the Be the Bee Retreat (BeeTreat) on Saturday 

May 6th from 9:30am–5pm at Holy Trinity Church! This is for youth, their 
parents, and youth workers to attend (there are separate, concurrent sessions 
geared toward youth & toward parents & youth workers); they may register by 
Monday May 1st at https://tinyurl.com/le6zthm.

See the flyer as well as the Retreat schedule along with descriptions of the 
sessions on the bulletin board in the hall.

Also, Young Adults (ages 18-35) are encouraged to join Steve Christofo-
rou & Christian Gonzalez for conversation on living the Orthodox Faith. 
We’ll be meeting the evening of May 6th starting 7pm at Matt the Miller’s 
Tavern - 11 W. City Center Drive, Carmel. (Registration via the same 
link.) Appetizers will be provided!

NEW INTERVIEW ON ANCIENT FAITH RADIO
Your humble and unworthy priest, along with Theodore Nottingham, 

were privileged and delighted to be interviewed by AFR’s Bobby Maddex 
for his series, “Ancient Faith Presents.” We were able to speak about our 
parish school, Hagia Sophia Classical Academy, our vision and our expe-
riences to date. We hope this will bear the fruit of greater exposure and, God 
willing, growth in numbers for our little “gem on 16th Street” in the years to 
come. If you haven’t yet, we encourage you to give a listen; the interview is just 
under 23 minutes, and can be currently found on the AFR homepage (soon to 
be tucked into the archives for that program).

FROM OUR TREASURER
Many thanks to all for your faithful giving these past couple months. We 

are in the black, which is a tremendous blessing! A couple items I’d like to 
encourage people to consider if you’re interested in making donations toward 
any dedicated funds:

1) We have exhausted all the funds in our “Temple Beautification Fund,” 
which pays for the flowers in the nave, particularly for Pascha;

2) Summer Camp Assistance Fund. The camp cost is $400/kid and the 
church usually funds a large van rental and fuel costs.

If you’d like to make a specific donation toward either of these dedicated 

funds it would be greatly appreciated. We thank you in advance for your gener-
osity and for helping support this wonderful parish! – Isaac Lashbrook

WHO WANTS TO GO TO MULL MONASTERY, SCOTLAND?
After having Hieromonk Serafim Aldea with us several weeks ago, there has 

been some chatter about actually taking a group to his Monastery of All Celtic 
Saints in Scotland. Fr. Seraphim has just “pre-announced” dates for his Celtic 
Pilgrimages in the summer of 2018, to interested parties of which he is aware, 
before announcing next week to the general public (pilgrimages for this year 
are already full). He can only accommodate ten people in a group, so anyone 
serious about trying to go must speak up right away.

Here are the dates for 2018: June 9-16; June 23-30; July 14-21; August 18-25. 
Cost for the seven days is $1,400/person (This includes everything for the week 
you are in the Isles), plus airfare. Please email Fr. David right away if you are 
interested, and indicate the best week(s) that would work for you.

HELP MARIA ELENA WITH FINAL SURGERY
Maria Elena Sauca, a baby now 10 months old from northern Romania, 

suffers with blindness from a developmental abnormality of her eyes. 
Because of donor generosity, she was able to undergo initial surgery 
in Royal Oak on Jan 9th. She is presently preparing for the next 
phase of treatment, planned in Detroit with two sequential surgeries 
on 4/24/17 and 5/1. Our Episcopate Chancery is asking the parishes 
to make an appeal for donations for these operations and for travel 
and lodging for mother and baby. Make checks out to the church, 
and note “Baby Maria” in the memo.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS STILL NEEDED
Coffee hour hosts are needed for July 9 & 23, and Dec. 31. Please 

consider volunteering (remember, it doesn’t have to be a big meal), and sign 
up on the list on the church hall bulletin board.

BOOK STUDY RESUMES THIS WEEK
We resume our study this Wednesday of “The Heavenly Banquet,” an in-

depth look at the content – and more importantly, the meaning – of our 
central worship service, the Divine Liturgy. We will discuss the sermon which 
follows the readings and the place of preaching in the Church’s life and experi-
ence. All are invited and encouraged to attend, and be edified in the discussion 
of the fullness of our Orthodox Faith.

THE PASCHAL GIFT
Fr. Stephen Freeman

It is impossible to describe the joy of Pascha, particularly as I experience it 
as a priest. This year, I was deeply aware that I stand in a place that was both 
created for me, and for which I am unworthy. The joy of such a combination is 

PARISH LIFE
CHRIST IS RISEN!
SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2017: ST.THOMAS SUNDAY(“ANTIPASCHA”)/
GREAT MARTYR GEORGE (TONE 1, MATINS GOSPEL 1)

8:40 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

MONDAY APRIL 24:
6:30 pm  Parish Council Meeting (Church Hall)

WEDNESDAY APRIL 26:
6:15 pm  Daily Vespers
7:00 pm  “Heavenly Banquet” Study resumes

SATURDAY APRIL 29:
5:00 pm  Mystery of Confession (by appointment please)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers (followed by confessions)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Denise Halman, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz,  

and Margaret Wey.

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (Sunday of the Myrrhbearers)  Acts 6:1-7; Mark 
15:43–16:8.

Saturday, May 6 
9:30 am–5 pm “BeeTreat” at Holy Trinity Church (see announcement below)
7:00 pm  40-day Memorial for Ekaterina Wassel’s father Nikolai 
 (immediately after Vespers)

Sunday, May 21 – Ss. Constantine & Elena
8:30 am Festal Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm  Patronal Picnic Feast

Thursday, May 25 – Ascension Day
8:00 am  Divine Liturgy (with the Academy)
6:30 pm  Hagia Sophia Academy “Nox Palmati” (Night of Palms) 

NOTES FOR THE PASCHAL SEASON
Here are a few friendly reminders for how pious Orthodox keep the 40-day 

Feast of Pascha:
All prayers and services (public and private) begin with “Christ is risen…” 

rather than “Heavenly King” (this prayer will not be used again until 
Pentecost).

Fish is allowed (as well as wine and oil) on all Wednesdays and Fridays 
during the festal period.


