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close to the edge they can get without going over. The commandments of Christ 
and teachings of the Church for these folks are like boundaries, edges, and 
borders that exist to limit their freedom. And so they reluctantly keep them, if 
they keep them at all, but are constantly pushing up again them, seeing how 
close they can get without going over the line.

The primary problem with this way of thinking is, of course, that it ap-
proaches the Commandments and teachings of the Church as if they were 
a list of do’s and don’ts. Never mind that this way of thinking isn’t remotely 
spiritual, it doesn’t even rise to the level of basic morality. Instead it approaches 
the commandments of Christ and the Tradition of the Church the same way 
it would approach a set of traffic rules . And in that standpoint we are A-okay 
as long as we don’t cross over the line. So long as we do no wrong we 
are in the right.

This viewpoint is, not surprisingly, a long way from the Gospel and 
from the teaching of our Lord. Think, for example, how often the Lord 
tells parables that indicate quite clearly that God is not going to be content 
on Judgment Day with our simply having done nothing wrong. As a case in 
point consider the parable of the sower in which those are saved are those who 
bear fruit: “some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

Even more to the point consider the parable in Matt. 25.14-30 about the 
master who went away and left his servants with different amounts of money 
(“talents”). The one who buried his talent and then returned the same amount 
to his master when he returned had his talent taken from him and was thrown 
out of the Master’s house into outer darkness. “For to everyone who has, more 
will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away.”

When God created man in the beginning, man and woman, he told them to 
be fruitful and multiply. This does not just apply to childbearing but to man’s 
nature and calling to be productive and fruitful. And Christ’s commandments 
are the key to this bearing fruit, for they are the path to virtue, and virtue is the 
fruit of the grace of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
http://www.ocanwa.org/single-post/2015/09/05/Bearing-Fruit-Becoming-Flame

ON TEMPTATION…
Temptations are medicines and healing herbs that heal our visible passions 

and our invisible wounds. So have patience in order to profit every day, to store 
up wages, rest, and joy in the heavenly kingdom. For the night of death is com-
ing when no one will be able to work anymore. Therefore, hurry. Time is short.

You should know this too: a victorious life lasting only one day with trophies 
and crowns is better than a negligent life lasting many years. Because one 
man’s struggle, with knowledge and spiritual perception that lasts one day, has 
the same value as another man’s struggle, who struggles negligently without 
knowledge for fifty years.

Without a struggle and shedding your blood, don’t expect freedom from the 
passions. Our earth produces thorns and thistles after the Fall. We have been 
ordered to clean it, but only with much pain, bloody hands, and many sighs are 
the thorns and thistles uprooted. So weep, shed streams of tears, and soften the 
earth of your heart. Once the ground is wet, you can easily uproot the thorns.
 -Elder Joseph the Hesychast

…should we fall, we should not despair and so estrange ourselves from the 
Lord’s love. For if He so chooses, He can deal mercifully with our weakness. 
Only we should not cut ourselves off from Him or feel oppressed when con-
strained by His commandments, nor should we lose heart when we fall short 

of our goal...let us always be ready to make a new start. If you fall, rise up. 
If you fall again, rise up again. Only do not abandon your Physician…. 
Wait on Him, and He will be merciful, either reforming you, or sending 
you trials, or through some other provision of which you are ignorant.

-St Peter of Damascus
 

Abba Moses asked Abba Sylvanus, “Can a person lay a new foundation every 
day?” The old man replied, “If you work hard, you can lay a new foundation 
every moment.”
-Sayings of the Desert Fathers

 

Our wickedness shall not overpower the unspeakable goodness and mercy of 
God; our dullness shall not overpower God’s wisdom, nor our infirmity God’s 
omnipotence.
-St John of Kronstadt

If an unexpected temptation comes, don’t blame the one through whom 
it came, but seek out the reason. Thus you will find correction for your soul. 
- St. Maximus the Confessor

Understand two thoughts, and fear them. One says, “You are a saint,” the 
other, “You won’t be saved.” Both of these thoughts are from the enemy, and 
there is no truth in them. But think this way: I am a great sinner, but the Lord 
is merciful. He loves people very much, and He will forgive my sins.
– St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, XVII.1

Without temptations, it is not possible to learn the wisdom of the Spirit. It is 
not possible that Divine love be strengthened in your soul. Before temptations, 
a man prays to God as a stranger. When temptations are allowed to come by 
the love of God, and he does not give in to them, then he stands before God as a 
sincere friend. For in fulfilling the will of God, he has made war on the enemy 
of God and conquered him.
– St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 5

FEAST OF SS. PETER & PAUL
THURSDAY, JUNE 29



please speak to Fr. David. Available funds from the budget line will be divided 
equally among the campers attending, based on this request. We want to be 
sure every child that wishes to attend may do so. Scholarships may also be 
available through St. John’s Camp Program’s Scholarship Fund. Questions? 
Contact Jon Beecham, director@saintjohnscamp.org. Go to www.saintjohn-
scamp.org/events/sc2017 for more details and to register!

 

NOTES FOR TRAVELING
During this season of vacations and other travel, faithful Orthodox should 

strive to nd a way to attend Liturgy on Sunday when away from home. A good 
resource for nding Orthodox parishes in any city is orthodoxyinamerica.org, 
a site which provides a locator and mapping for parishes of all jurisdictions 
throughout our country. Remember also that it is polite “church protocol” to 
contact the priest of a parish you plan to visit ahead of time, to let him know 
who you are and to what parish you belong, and to request participation in 
Holy Communion. Fr. David can provide a letter of recommendation if desired. 
Let us never “take a vacation from God,” even when away from home. 

 

NO BOOK STUDY THIS WEEK
There is no book study this Wednesday due to the Vigil for the Apostles. We 

will resume our study the next Wednesday of “The Heavenly Banquet,” begin-
ning a discussion of the “Liturgy of the Faithful,” the second half of the Divine 
Liturgy.

 

CHURCH CLEANING – HELP NEEDED!
Many thanks to Valeria Pais for taking on the task of cleaning the church 

building and St. Nicholas House for the past few months. Valy will be returning 
to Romania in July for several weeks, and so we have a need for a new cleaner 
until she returns. Cleaning is typically done on Friday, though Saturday would 
be an option. If anyone is interested in taking on this essential task, please see 
Dn. Paul or Fr. David right away. This is a paid position.

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS STILL NEEDED
Coffee hour hosts are needed for July 23, and December 31. (Note in particu-

lar the July date, which is quickly approaching.) Please consider volunteering 
(remember, it doesn’t have to be a big meal), and sign up on the list on the 
church hall bulletin board.

 

FROM THE TREASURER
We experienced some tremendous giving the last couple months to the Capi-

tal Improvement Fund, which has now surpassed a balance of $330k - thanks 
be to God! With regard to our General Fund, I would like to ask for your vigi-
lance in remembering your pledges and offerings during the summer months. 
This past month we actually ran a deficit in the General Fund, meaning we 
received less money than we spent, due to pledges and offerings being very 

low. I know it’s tough this time of year due to travel schedules, I just ask that 
you please keep in mind that the church must make payments every month 
to cover salaries, insurance, utilities, maintenance, supplies, and many other 
things and that our church is funded entirely by the generosity of this congre-
gation. Also, our “Temple Beautification” dedicated fund has been completely 
exhausted. This is the fund used to purchase flowers for the nave. Donations 
made specifically to this fund would be greatly appreciated.

-Isaac Lashbrook
 

NEW BOOK OFFERINGS
Be sure to stop by the book kiosk to see some new arrivals, and check with 

Brian Pletcher or Buck Hatcher for purchases. Note in particular: “Parenting 
toward the Kingdom”: The Orthodox Christian tradition is filled with wisdom 
and guidance about the biblical path of salvation. Yet this guidance remains 

largely inaccessible to parents and often disconnected 
from the parenting challenges we face in our homes. 
“Parenting Toward the Kingdom” will help you make the 
connections between the spiritual life as we understand 
it in the Orthodox Church and the ongoing challenges 
of raising children. It takes the best child development 
research and connects it with the timeless truths of our 
Christian faith to offer you real strategies for navigating 
the challenges of daily life.

This book is written by Dr. Philip Mamalakis, who with 
his wife Georgia and seven children, lives in Boston, Mas-

sachusetts, where he is the Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. It comes highly recommended by Amazon 
with 9 reviews-- all five stars. 

BEARING FRUIT, BECOMING FLAME
Fr John Wehling

There’s a story told about a company hiring truck drivers to drive dynamite 
through the mountains. They brought in the first driver to interview him and 
ask him one question: “How close can you get to the edge of the road without 
going over the edge?” He said confidently, “Five feet.”

A second driver was interviewed and was asked the same question to which 
he replied, even more confidently, “Two feet.”

A third driver was brought in and asked the same question. This one, rather 
than answering with confidence, looked puzzled. Finally, he answered hesi-
tantly, “I don’t know. I never try to get close to the edge of the road.” 

He got the job.
When it comes to the commandments of Christ and the tradition of the 

Church far too many people are like the first two drivers: they want to see how 
Continued on other side

PARISH LIFE
JUNE 12-28 APOSTLES FAST
SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2017: 
3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (TONE 2, MATINS GOSPEL 3)

8:40 am  Sunday Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28
6:30 pm  Vigil for Ss. Peter & Paul
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29 – FEAST OF SS. PETER & PAUL
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy (concelebrated with the Presbyters Council)
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30 – SYNAXIS OF THE APOSTLES 
(FISH, WINE AND OIL ALLOWED)

 

SATURDAY JULY 1:
5:00 pm  40-day Memorial for Xenia Craciun
6:00 pm  Great Vespers (followed by confessions)
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Denise Halman, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz and 

Margaret Wey.
       

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (4th Sunday after Pentecost): Romans 6:18-23; 
Matthew 8:5- 13. 
July 16th – July 22nd: St. Johns Camp
Sunday, July 23rd

Blessing of Vehicles, after the Liturgy
August 1-14 Dormition Fast
Sunday, August 6th: Feast of the Transfiguration

 

HOSTING THE PRESBYTERS COUNCIL: HOSPITALITY HELP REQUEST
Our parish will host the Central Indiana Presbyters Council meeting on the 

Feast of the Apostles Peter and Paul, this Thursday, June 29. We will concel-
ebrate the Divine Liturgy that day at 9 am, then have our monthly meeting in 
the church hall. If there is anyone that could help provide a brunch meal for 
our clergy that morning, Fr. David could use the help. It doesn’t have to be an 
elaborate affair, but we want to show proper hospitality to our guests. Please 
contact him soon if you would be willing and available to cook, set up, serve 
and clean up after the meal.

 

SAINT JOHN’S SUMMER CAMP – LAST WEEK TO REGISTER!
This year’s St. John Camp will be held Sunday, July 16th – Saturday, July 

22nd, 2017 at Camp Rivervale in Mitchell, IN. Standard registration ends July 
2nd; space is limited – don’t wait! If you are in need of financial assistance 


