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them he simply would not speak on these issues. He would not teach them 
anything false, but he would not address some issues on which the Church 
had established doctrinal positions because he did not personally believe these 
teachings. He was educated in Neoplatonists ideas and felt that on some issues 
the Neoplatonic ideas were more reasonable or stronger than church teachings 
and logic. He became their bishop and because of his stated position was seen 
as a true witness to Christ – always and only speaking about what he believed 
to be true. The people could rely on him to speak with conviction, and were not 
bothered by the fact that there were some beliefs of the Church which he simply 
didn’t teach. He didn’t speak against them, he passed over them in silence. Re-
cently I noticed that Fr. Lawrence Farley mentions Synesius in one of his books. 
Fr. Lawrence is not making the point I am making, but here is what he wrote:

“An example of such a bishop is Synesius, bishop of Ptolemais. He was born 
around 370 in North Africa to a wealthy landowning family. He had a success-
ful secular career and a proven track record in the civil service, was married, 
and was perhaps as much Neoplatonist as Christian. It is significant that when 
the people wanted to elect him for their bishop in 411, he consented, after great 
hesitation, on two conditions. He would cease his hobbies of hunting, sport, 
and time for private study, but two things he would not give up. One was his 
wife. He demanded that he be allowed to keep her openly and not be forced to 
hide her away in secret. “On the contrary,” he said, “I want many, well-bred 
children”—and this in a time when celibacy was increasingly encouraged. 
The second condition was that he not be forced to renounce his Neoplatonic 
philosophy. He agreed to “speak mythologically” while in public, as his epis-
copal duties required, but he would not say anything with which he sincerely 
disagreed. (The Empty Throne: Reflections on the History and Future of the 
Orthodox Episcopacy, Kindle Location 952-959)”

It is not just in the modern age that Christians have had to deal with com-
plex ideas which are not easy to reconcile. Synesius in the early 5th Century 
was committed to certain philosophical ideas, some of which he could not rec-
oncile with his Christian faith. He believed the philosophy had, on some issues, 
stronger logic than what the Church offered on their teachings. Today, it can 
be philosophical ideas that trouble us but more likely it will be ideas related 
to science and the scientific relationship to atheistic materialism which will 
continue to challenge our thinking. And certainly the ideas of post-modernism 
remain at odds with traditional Christian ideas on morality. And it may be that 
some modern Christian leaders will have to follow the lead of Synesius and 
simply not teach anything on some issues. Better that our leaders speak with 
complete integrity and sincerity on any topic they address while remaining 
silent on issues with which they have no informed opinion or with which they 
are not convinced or even disagree with a known Church teaching. The silence 
may be wisdom and preferable to them simply giving lip service to teachings 
with which they disagree or even feel uncomfortable with.

Ideologues often want church leaders to agree with their strong convictions 
and like to force leaders to have to take a stand, but that does little for the unity 
of the Church and may never be true Wisdom. Better to remain silent as a form 
of wisdom than to speak on issues which are beyond one’s education or ability 
to reason and reveal one’s folly.

We can think about the Prophecy of Job and how he had to deal with long 
winded men who felt they rightfully spoke for God.

The Prophet Job cried out: “Oh that you would keep silent, and it would be 
your wisdom! Hear now my reasoning, and listen to the pleadings of my lips. 
Will you speak falsely for God, and speak deceitfully for him? Will you show 
partiality toward him, will you plead the case for God? Will it be well with you 
when he searches you out? Or can you deceive him, as one deceives a man? 
He will surely rebuke you if in secret you show partiality. Will not his majesty 
terrify you, and the dread of him fall upon you? Your maxims are proverbs of 
ashes, your defenses are defenses of clay.” (Job 13:5-12)

God Himself rebuked the three verbose men who tried to force ideas on Job 
as to what God’s justice and righteousness mean.

After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite: “My wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends; for 
you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. Now therefore 
take seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for 
yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will 
accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly; for you have not 
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” So Eliphaz the Temanite 
and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the 
LORD had told them; and the LORD accepted Job’s prayer. And the LORD re-
stored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends… (Job 42:7-10)

There are endless issues over which debates rage in the modern world. The 
Internet allows instant polarization on issues at the total expense of wisdom, 
knowledge or reason. While we can be drawn immediately into every raging 
controversy on the Internet, we might remember words which St. Augustine 
said warning the Christians of his day not to rush into every controversy with 
science and philosophy: “In matters that are so obscure and far beyond our 
vision, we find in Holy Scripture passages which can be interpreted in very 
different ways without prejudice to the faith we have received. In such cases, 
we should not rush in headlong and so firmly take our stand on one side that, 
if further progress in the search for truth justly undermines that position, we 
too fall with it.”
https://frted.wordpress.com/2017/10/04/rightly-dividing-the-word-of-truth/
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provided as well as child care during the speaking sessions. If you haven’t reg-
istered yet, do so right away, online at www.saintjohnscamp.org/events/er2017. 
Don’t miss it for the World! Invite your friends!

READERS VESPERS THIS SATURDAY (NO CONFESSIONS)
Due to the Emmaus Retreat, there will be no confessions this Saturday, and 

a Readers Vespers. If anyone wishes to schedule a time with Fr. David for an 
alternative time, please send an email to weytobe@aol.com.

CHURCH SCHOOL FOURTH SATURDAY THIS MONTH
Our second Church school session will convene Saturday, October 28 at 4:15 

pm, in the church hall. The plan is to have church school each third Saturday 
of the month; however, this month is moved to avoid conflict with the Emmaus 
Retreat. Contact Dn. Paul or Clara Clemens if you have any questions.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
Calling all 6th graders! Anyone entering the 6th grade this year is now eli-

gible to join the Junior Youth Group, which is open to anyone from 6th to 8th 
grade. We meet upstairs in the Saint Nicholas House during coffee hour on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. Come join us!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS
Fr. David and P’sa. Janene are back safely from their travels, grateful for 

everyone’s prayers, and for Fr. Gabriel and Fr. Silviu who filled in the past two 
weekends. We are grateful for our wonderful community, and realize the gift 
you all are when we are away. Glory to God in all things!

BOOK STUDY RESUMES THIS WEEK
We resume our study this Wednesday of “The Heavenly Banquet,” an in-

depth look at the content – and more importantly, the meaning – of our cen-
tral worship service, the Divine Liturgy. This session will be a special, in-depth 
focus on the Proskomedia, the Service of Preparation, that is done before any 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, and which has deep significance for our cel-
ebration of the same. We will consider this in light of the Great Entrance, which 
has been the theme of the last several classes. All are invited and encouraged to 
attend, and be edified in the discussion of the fullness of our Orthodox Faith.

FR. DAVID’S TEACHING SERIES ON YOUTUBE
For some weeks, our friend Ted Nottingham has been videotaping the 

Wednesday night studies, which are pri-
marily on the Divine Liturgy using the 
book, “The Heavenly Banquet.” Realizing 
that it is difficult for many to fit in coming 
to the study in person, we’ve been trying 
this as an “experiment” in making it 
more widely available. So far, it seems to 

work fairly well. So, if anyone is interested in viewing or just listening to these 
sessions, just go to YouTube, and type in “Father David Wey Heavenly Banquet” 
in the search bar. The first of the series will come up, and after clicking on the 
video, the others will appear in a list link below the viewing window, “SHOW 
MORE” (there are five parts). A similar set may be found using the same pro-
cess with the search key, “Father David Wey The Liturgy of the Eucharist” 
(nine parts). Finally, there are several other “special” sessions found under 
“Father David Wey On the Meaning of the Transfiguration” (three talks).

IOCC 25TH ANNIVERSARY WINE TASTING AND CULINARY EVENT
A special fund raising event will take place at St. George Orthodox Church 

in Fishers on Sunday, October 29, 2017: Wine Tasting: 5:30 pm, Culinary Sta-
tions: 6:30 pm, IOCC Presentation: 7:30 pm. Come and celebrate IOCC’s 25th 
Anniversary and learn about ongoing relief programs in Syria, Greece, Ethio-

pia and around the world, 
with a special update on 
IOCC response in Houston. 
Register online today to get 
the lower price of $50 per 
person ($65 after today). 
Go online at www.iocc.
org/25years and look for 
the St. George Indy link 
at the bottom of the page 
(currently on the 4th “but-

ton”). It looks to be an enjoyable event, and a good way to contribute to a fine 
charity while fellowshipping with fellow Orthodox in the area. The food and 
wine are to be donated, so that most of the ticket price will go directly to IOCC.

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH
Fr. Ted Bobosh 

I first head of Bishop Synesius (5th Century) in a hagiography course. He 
was pointed out as a person who held some personal beliefs not in conso-
nance with official church doctrine. Yet, the local Christian flock held him 
in such honor that they demanded he accept election as their congregational 
bishop. He resisted their demand, pointing out that some of his ideas were not 
in agreement with the church. The flock persisted as they believed him a man 

of integrity despite his sometimes errant theological opinions. He 
was a learned man and had a great reputation for thoughtful hon-
esty. As the flock continued to demand that he accept the office of 
bishop he told the flock that he would never teach them anything 
that he did not personally believe. However, because there were 
some things the church held with which he disagreed, he told 

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017: 21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/
HOLY FATHERS OF THE 7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
(TONE 2, MATINS GOSPEL 8)

8:40 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16
6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting (Church Hall)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
6:15 pm Daily Vespers
7:00 pm “Heavenly Banquet” Study

SATURDAY OCTOBER 21
8:30 am – 6:00 pm Emmaus Retreat with Archimandrite Joseph (readers 

vespers in our parish)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz and Margaret Wey.
       

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (23rd Sunday after Pentecost): Ephesians 2:4-10; 
Luke 8:26-39.

Friday, October 27
6:30 pm Vespers for Autumn Soul Saturday

Saturday, October 28
9:00 am Soul Saturday Divine Liturgy followed by General Memorial 

(Parastas)
4:15 pm Church School (moved from 3rd Saturday this month only)

Tuesday, November 7
6:30 pm Vigil for the Synaxis of the Archangels

Wednesday, November 8
8:00 am Divine Liturgy for the Archangels (with Academy students; festal 

pitch-in brunch following)
November 15 – Beginning of the Nativity Fast

EMMAUS RETREAT – SIGN UP NOW!
The St. John Camps Programs annual fall family retreat is this Saturday, 

October 21st beginning at 8:30 am at the Highland Lakes Camp near Mon-
rovia. This is an all-ages, all-parish retreat featuring Archimandrite Joseph 
(Morris) as the keynote speaker. Fr. Joseph (our previous pastor and spiritual 
father) will speak on the theme of Prayer, how it changes through our “life 
cycle” and also on praying as a family. There will be three speaking sessions, 
fellowship time, afternoon recreation time, and Great Vespers. Lunch will be 


