
SS. Constantine and Elena  
Orthodox Church

March 18, 2018

Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, OCA
3237 West 16th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46222
317.638.4162 • saintsconstantineandelena.org

The Reverend Father David T. Wey, Parish Priest
317.484.1288 (home) • 317.627.2282 (cell)
Rev. Dn. Paul McDonald, attached 317.696.0079 (cell)

one you won’t soon forget - don’t miss it for the world! REGISTER ASAP - SPACE 
IS LIMITED; REGISTRATION MAY BE CAPPED! Early bird registration rate is 
$405 through March 31st; Standard registration rate is $455 and closes June 
30th. It is OKAY if you cannot pay the full registration fee up front as long 
as full payment is received two weeks before camp. If you need financial as-
sistance, please speak to your parish priest. Scholarships may also be available 
through St. John’s Camp Program’s Scholarship Fund. And…don’t forget to 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! For more details and to register, please go to www.
saintjohnscamp.org/events/sc2018. 

Questions? Contact Jon Beecham - director@saintjohnscamp.org

Great Lent: the tithe of the year (a ContinuinG series)
From a talk by Fr. Thomas Hopko 

Flee imagination, fantasy, analysis, figuring things out. Once and 
for all, we have to stop trying to figure things out. God can illumine 
our mind and give us insight into the nature of things, but we can’t 
figure it out. We don’t have the equipment to do it, and we should 
stop trying.

Flee carnal, sexual, things at their first appearance. You can’t 
dialogue with lust and pornea and immorality of the flesh. It always wins. It 
always has the arguments on its side. Flee it at its first appearance.

Don’t complain, grumble, murmur, or whine. Complaining, thinking, 
looking at the faults of others, we work during Lent and all our life to stop 
doing that. We pay attention to ourselves.

Don’t compare yourself with anyone. The Last Judgment is not on a 
curve. God doesn’t compare us one to another. Each one of us stands according 
to who we are, what we have received, what we have been given, and what our 
vocation is.

Don’t seek or expect praise from anyone or pity from anyone. I and 
my friend Paul Lazar used to call it the “PP.” No praise. No pity. We always 
want to have people to think: “Oh, how wonderful you are” or to say “Oh my, 
how hard you work or how much you suffer.” We seek to flee the pity and flee 
the praise of others.

We don’t judge anyone for anything – no matter what. This doesn’t 
mean we just say “Everyone’s fine and good.” That’s not true. But we don’t 
condemn them. We don’t get in to what makes them tick. We don’t tell them 
always what to do. What they do, we do. And we show people what we believe 
by what we do. But we don’t judge anyone for anything, and if we do, then the 
Lord judges us the same way.

Don’t try to convince anyone of anything. Once and for all, we have to 
stop trying to teach other people. I’m not trying to teach you now, I hope. I’m 
just trying to tell you what I think is true. Then you can do with it, what you 
want. But it can’t be my desire to convince you and to win in an argument. I 

can only, to use a Scriptural word, “bear witness” or “make testimony.” But I 
can’t have as my goal to convert the other. And that’s even true with evangeliza-
tion. We’re not out there to convert people. We’re out there to bring them the joy 
of the victory of God in Christ. What they do with it is between them and God.

Don’t defend or justify yourself. The Saints say: “Those who try to justify 
themselves commit suicide.” We don’t need to justify ourselves. God will vindi-
cate us. We don’t need to defend ourselves. God is our defender.

Be defined and bound by God alone and not by people. We don’t 
let anyone define our life. God defines our life. And even the closest people to 
us should not be defining our life – our parents, our spouses. No, only God is 
defining who we are, and we’re only bound to his definition.

Accept criticism gratefully, but test it carefully. We are not obliged 
to put into practice every criticism that’s given to us. Sometimes the criticism 

is false. But we certainly must welcome it, be grateful for it, test it. And St. 
John Chrysostom said, even when we’re accused of something, even if 
we think it’s not true, we should accept the criticism as true and put it 
into practice then we’ll never go wrong. Because if our accuser is right, 

we have repented, and we have pleased them. If they’re not right, we put 
them to shame.

Give advice to others only when asked to do so or when it is your 
duty to do so. This is very important. You don’t go around giving free advice 
or counsel. If people ask us, we tell them. I was asked, “Father Tom, say some 
things on Ancient Faith Radio. I say: “Okay, cause you asked me.” So when 
we’re asked, we can answer. If it’s our duty, if it’s our job – like a parent or a 
pastor or a supervisor in operation or a teacher – then we must do it. That’s 
our work. But we never give counsel or advice, unless we’re asked or unless it’s 
our duty to do so.

Do nothing for anyone that they can and should do for themselves. 
It is not charitable to do things for others that they should be doing for them-
selves. We rob them of their life when we do that. So we should help people to 
do what they have to do themselves and not do it for them. Now there’s plenty of 
people who can’t do for themselves what they need to do. Then, we help them. 
But we should never be helping people to do things that they should be doing 
for themselves.

Have a daily schedule of activities, avoiding whim and caprice. 
Again, the Holy Fathers teach us that idiorhythmia, capriciousness, whimsical-
ness is the cause of all of our downfall. We have to be disciplined. We have to 
have a rule for ourselves, and try and follow it. Of course, the rule is not some 
kind of iron law. In a sense it’s made to be modified or broken, but we have to 
have it. Each night when we go to sleep, we should tell ourselves what the next 
day should look like, and then try to keep that rule. Things will happen, but we 
should try to keep the rule.
https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/hopko/lent_the_tithe_of_the_year



Sunday, April 1 – Palm Sunday
8:40 am  Festal Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
6:00 pm  Bridegroom Matins

Holy Week April 2 – 7
Great and Holy Monday & Tuesday, April 2-3:

6:30 am  Presanctified Liturgy
6:30 pm  Bridegroom Matins

Great and Holy Wednesday, April 4:
6:30 am  Presanctified Liturgy
6:30 pm  Service of Holy Unction
8:30 pm  Bridegroom Matins

Great and Holy Thursday, April 5:
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil (Mystical Supper)
6:30 pm  Matins of Holy Friday (Twelve Gospels)

Great and Holy Friday, April 6:
9:00 am  Royal Hours
4:00 pm  Vespers of Holy Friday (Winding Sheet)
6:30 pm  Matins of Holy Saturday (Lamentations)
10:00 pm  Vigil at the Tomb of Christ

Great and Holy Saturday, April 7:
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil (with the 15 Old Testament Readings)
11:30 pm  Midnight Office

The All-glorious and Holy Pascha, April 8:
12:00 am  Paschal Matins, Liturgy and Basket Feast
3:00 pm  Agape Vespers and Festal Pitch-in

Lenten Vespers series
Date Location Homilist
Tonight Joy of All Who Sorrow Church Fr. Dragan Petrovich
 1516 N. Delaware Street, 46202
March 25 St. Mary of Egypt Church Fr. Nabil Hanna
 102 E. Broadway, Greenwood 46143

fr. seraphim aLdea VisitinG
We welcome our friend from Mull Island in Scotland, Fr. Seraphim, who is 

with us again this year. Fr. Seraphim is founding the Monastery of All Celtic 
Saints on Mull, the first Orthodox monastery in Scotland in over a thousand 
years. (We will be taking a small group of pilgrims to the monastery this 
summer.) Fr. Seraphim will be speaking at an OCF retreat next weekend at 
Dormition Monastery. Please keep this visionary young monastic and his work 
in your prayers. Safe journey, and many years, father!

speCiaL serViCes of the fifth Week 
The Church offers to us, in this fifth week of the fast, greater opportunities 

to focus our corporate prayer as spiritual sustenance for the journey to Pascha. 
In addition to the Wednesday evening Presanctified Liturgy, we will pray the 
Great Canon of Andrew and hear the marvelous story of St. Mary of Egypt, 
this Thursday evening at 6:30 pm. (The reading of the Life begins almost 
immediately in the service.) Friday evening we will celebrate the Matins of the 
Akathist, a fuller service than those of previous weeks. Finally, Saturday we will 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy of Akathist, dedicated to the Mother of God, which 
is also the anniversary of the blessing of our altar. Take advantage of these rich 
banquets of the soul.

ChurCh CLeaninG day
Our annual pre-Pascha work day is set for this Saturday, March 24. As this is 

the Saturday of the “Akathist” and the anniversary of the consecration of our 
altar, we will serve the Divine Liturgy first at 9 am, followed by a brief brunch 
and then the cleaning of various articles. Once again this year, we hope to 
enlist parishioners to take on specific items for cleaning, in order to be sure 
everything is done in good order. Look for a sign up sheet in the hall, and plan 
to help prepare our temple for the “coming of the Bridegroom” on Pascha.

speCiaL study on marCh 26
Fr. David will be offering another special class on Monday evening, March 

26, at 7 pm in the nave of  the church. As with previous sessions, we will consid-
er the icon of the Feast of the Annunciation (celebrated the previous day) along 
with some of the content of the service. As this festal icon is actually mounted 
on the Heavenly Gates, there is a unique significance to be contemplated. All 
are invited to attend and participate in the discussion of this profound moment 
in the history of our salvation.

permission sLips for hoLy Week
It is our long-standing custom to have our children present for the Divine 

Liturgy on Holy Thursday morning, followed by a pitch-in breakfast and dy-
ing of eggs for Pascha. We encourage families to bring their children to this 
Vesperal Liturgy, and to all the activities of Holy Friday, to enter as fully as 
possible into the experience of our Lord’s Passion. If there is any good reason 
for pulling a child out of school, this is it. Fr. David has excused-absence forms 
should they be needed. Don’t hesitate to ask!

 

st. John’s summer Camp 2018
This year’s camp will be held from Sunday, July 15th to Saturday, July 21st 

at Camp Rivervale in Mitchell, IN. Summer camp is for kids going into 4th 
grade through college freshman in the fall. There will be fellowship, prayer, 
teachings, singing, games and great merriment; a week filled with wonder and 

Continued on other side

parish Life
Great Lent: February 19–March 30
sunday, marCh 18, 2018: 4th sunday in Lent, st. John CLimaCus 
(tone 8 matins GospeL 8)

8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm  Pan-Orthodox Lenten Vespers 
 Joy of All Who Sorrow Church

monday, marCh 19
6:30 pm  Parish Council Meeting (Church Hall)

Wednesday, marCh 21
6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy (followed by Lenten Pitch-in)

thursday, marCh 22
6:30 pm  Great Compline with the Canon of St. Andrew and the Life of 
 St. Mary of Egypt

friday, marCh 23
12:00 pm  Presanctified Liturgy
6:30 pm  Matins with the Akathist to the Mother of God

saturday marCh 24: akathist saturday/ChurCh CLeaninG
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy
10:30 am  Church Cleaning Work Day
5:00 pm  Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers with Litia for the Annunciation 
 followed by confessions

pray for the siCk and homebound of our parish: 
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz, Margaret Wey.
       

LookinG ahead…
Next Sunday’s readings (Great Feast of the Annunciation/5th Sunday 
in Great Lent: St. Mary of Egypt): Hebrews 9:11-14, Hebrews 2:11–18;  
Mark 10:32-45, Luke 1:24–38.

Sunday, March 25: Feast of the Annunciation (fish allowed)
8:30 am  Festal Matins

Monday, March 26: Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel
7:00 pm  Special Study: the Icon and Hymns of the Annunciation

Saturday, March 31 – Lazarus Saturday
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm  Mystery of Holy Baptism for Chris Hohne (Holy Trinity Church)
5:00 pm  Mystery of Chrismation (Ss. C & E)


