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descends upon our flesh. Our body now lies there like an icon of Christ lying in 
the grave on that mysterious, blessed Saturday when the Lord ceased from his 
works, from the work of saving mankind, from the labour of suffering, from 
the Cross, from crucifixion. Everyone who dies now, falls asleep in Christ, he 
falls asleep until the day his body rises at the last trumpet, on the day of the 
resurrection of the dead. ‘Blessed are they who die in the Lord’, as John the 
Theologian says in the Apocalypse.

This is why for the Christian, death is not something terrible. This is why 
someone who meant a great deal to me was able to say to me: ‘Wait for your 
death as a young man waits for his bride’. With the same kind of trembling, 
with the same rejoicing of soul we can say to death: ‘Come, open 
for me the doors of eternal life, so that my rebellious flesh may 
find peace, and my soul may soar up to the eternal dwelling place 
of God’. This is why we can say truly and rightfully proclaim that 
‘there is not one dead in the tomb’. For the grave has ceased to be 
a prison, a place of final and terrible captivity. It has become a 
place where the body awaits resurrection while the soul grows, to 
the extent it can, into eternal life.

Yet death, the separation of death, is none the less still present 
on earth to a certain extent. It has been defeated even in its own 
kingdom, yet man himself continues, by cutting off others from 
the mystery of love, to prolong that separation on earth. Just look at our human 
society. There is no need to look far: just look at your family, at those closest 
to you, at your friends, your parish, at the Church. Can we really say that we 
are so linked together by love that death, that separation, that separation from 
God, that separation from one another doesn’t exist on earth? Sadly, God has 
conquered death everywhere, but in the heart of man it must be conquered by 
man himself.

Death and love are inseparable from one another. And it is because of this 
that it is such a fearsome thing to love. To love just a little, to love irresponsibly, 
to love in such a way that a relationship is begun and then allowed to end when 
it becomes painful or difficult or dangerous – we can all do this. But to love as 
the Lord loved – this we seem unable to do. The Apostle Paul says to us: ‘Accept 
one another, love one another as the Lord loved you...’ But do we realize how 
the Lord loved us? He loved us so much that he did not want to be a stranger to 
us and became one of us, one among many others – and not just temporarily, 
but for eternity, for ever – with all the pain, with all the horror of that union.

The glory of God was extinguished when the Word became Flesh. No one 
knew him. His victory appeared to be defeat. He became the one whom the 
Holy Scriptures declared would be ‘a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief”. He became one with us forever. Can we become one with each other in 
this way? Can we so love one another that we can say: ‘For ever? In sorrow and 
in joy, in horror and in exultation, whatever happens, I will stand by you for 

ever’? If this were the case, how marvellous our world would be, how marvel-
lous our Church would be, what parishes we would have, what families, what 
friends! But our meetings are like two ships meeting on the sea: they meet 
and pass on. We haven’t enough depth, not enough faithfulness, not enough 
readiness to do what Christ did: to descend into hell, into the hell of suffering 
of someone whom we love, into the hell of his temptations, into the hell of his 
pain, into the hell of his destruction. Instead, we stand on the shore and call 
out: ‘Save yourself, swim over here to me – I will reach out my hand to you!’ 
But we ourselves do not enter that hell, and so it is terrible for us to talk about 
love, it is so difficult to love – because we should love only as the Lord has loved 

us. Death and love are bound up together because to love means 
to forget oneself until one doesn’t exist, not to remember oneself. 
The other becomes so dear to one that to think about oneself gets 
in the way. We need to say to ourselves what Christ said to Peter 
when he stood in front of him on the way to Golgotha: ‘Get behind 
me, Satan; you are thinking about earthly things, and not about 
heaven’. Can we forget about ourselves to that extent, can we love 
like that, can we die like that?

At the same time, so long as we cannot do this, we are touch-
ing only the border of the Lord’s garment, we are joined only to 
the outer edge of the light, the radiant light and brilliance of the 

Resurrection of Christ. To live the Resurrection is possible only for someone 
who has passed through death and is on the other side of death, not the death 
of this world, not material, bodily death, but the death which is also called 
love, when a person forgets about himself and loves so much that he lays down 
his life for his friend. Moses is called a ‘friend of God’ in the Scriptures, and 
what does he say? ‘Lord, if you do not forgive your people their sins, then strike 
out my name from the book of life. I do not wish to live, if others go to their 
death’. The Apostle Paul says that he would prefer, if possible, to be separated 
from Christ, rather than see the destruction of the people of Israel. These are 
nonsensical words – nonsensical in the sense that when a man experiences 
such love, he is already on the other side of death. But humanly speaking that 
is all we are able to say: ‘Yes, it is better that I should perish, than that I should 
be separated from anyone’. This is the standard shown us by the Cross – and by 
the Resurrection, for one is inseparable from the other. And so, from Sunday to 
Sunday, when you hear the news that Christ has risen, remember that we are 
all called to be, on this earth, people risen from the dead in love. But for this 
to take place, we must so love each other as to pass through the gates of death, 
to descend through the Cross into hell, to share through Love in the suffering 
of the other, to forget ourselves – and then suddenly discover that I am alive, 
alive with the life of Christ! Amen.
http://masarchive.org/Sites/texts/1971-05-29-1-E-R-S-EM00-020ResurrectionVictory.html

Albanian: Krishti Ungjall! – Vertete Ungjall!
Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! – Haqqan Qam!

Armenian: Christos harjav i merelotz! – Orhniale harutjun Christosi!
Byelorussian: Khristos Uvoskros! – Zaprowdu Uvoskros!

Chinese: Helisituosi fuhuole! – Queshi fuhuole!
Coptic: Pikhirstof aftonf! – Khen o methni aftonf!
Czech: Kristus vstal zmrtvy’ch! – Skutec ne vstal!

Danish: Kristus er opstanden! – Ja, sandelig opstanden!
Dutch: Christus is opgestaan! – Hij is waarlijk opgestaan!

English: Christ is Risen! – Indeed, He is Risen!
Estonian: Kristus on surnuist ülestõusnud! – Tõesti ülestõusnud!

Finnish: Kristus nousi Kuolleista! – Totisesti Nousi!
French: Christ est Ressuscité! – En Vérité, Il est Ressuscité!

Gaelic: Erid Krist! – G’deya! n erid she!
Irish Gaelic: Tá Críosd ar éirigh! – Go deimhin, tá e ar éirigh!

Scots’ Gaelic: Tha Crìosd air èiridh! – Gu dearbh, tha e air èiridh!
Georgian: Kriste aghsdga! – Cheshmaritad aghsdga!

Greek: Christos Anesti! – Alithos Anesti!
Hebrew: Ha Mashiyach qam! – Ken hoo qam!

Hungarian: Krisztus feltámadt! – Valóban feltámadt!
Italian: Cristo è risorto! – È veramente risorto!

Japanese: Harisutosu Fukkatsu! – Jitsu Ni Fukkatsu!
Latin: Christus resurrexit! – Vere resurrexit!

Norwegian: Kristus er oppstanden!– Han er sannelig opstanden!
Polish: Khristus Zmartvikstau! – Zaiste Zmartvikstau!

Portugese: Christo Ressuscitou! – Em Verdade Ressuscitou!
Romanian: Hristos a Inviat! – Adevarat a Inviat!

Russian: Khristos voskres! – Voistinu voskres!
Serbian: Hristos Vaskrese! – Vaistinu Vaskrese!

Slavonic: Christos Voskrese! – Voistinu Voskrese!
Slovak: Kristus vstal zmr’tvych! – Skutoc ne vstal!

Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado! – Verdaderamente ha resucitado!
Sweedish: Kristus är upstånden! – Ja, Han är sannerligen uppstånden!

Syriac: Meshiha qam! – Bashrira qam!
Ukranian: Kristos Voskres! – Voistinu voskres!
Welsh: Atgyfododd Crist! – Atgyfododd in wir!



Sunday, May 27 – the Great Feast of Pentecost
8:30 am  Festal Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm  Kneeling Vespers

CHRIST IS RISEN!
We have been graced with another beautiful Pascha celebration – such joy 

and shared community! Many thanks to all who helped clean, decorate, cook 
and cleanup during these bright days. May we continue to deepen our love 
for the crucified, risen Lord Jesus, and fulfill the hymn’s exhortation: “It is 
Pascha! Let us joyfully embrace one another!”

SPECIAL STUDIES: THE FEASTS AND ICONS OF HOLY WEEK & PASCHA
As we move back into a more typical weekly schedule, it seems worthy to 

spend some time reflecting on the themes and the icons of these recent Holy 
Days. In place of returning to the study of “The Heavenly Banquet,” Fr. David 
will lead a series of discussions about these blessed days, beginning this week 
with the icon of the Raising of Lazarus. We will gather around the icon at 7 pm 
(after the Molieben service). Come and share in the meditation of the 
meaning of these wondrous events and how they impact our own lives.

MOLIEBEN SERVICE THIS WEEK
We are pleased to once again host this special prayer service on behalf 

of the unborn children in our nation, and all those who are struggling 
with abortion. Join us at 6:00 pm for this important and beautiful 
prayer of supplication, sponsored by our local chapter of OCLife.

USHER PROGRAM
Several of our men are working on a shared plan to increase our in-

tentional awareness of security and safety on the church premises, and 
to better focus on greeting our visitors and keeping good order. If anyone 
is interested in participating, please see Buck Hatcher or John Geist.

RESURRECTION VICTORY
Metropolitan Anthony 

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Every Sunday throughout the year, century after century, the Orthodox 

Church proclaims the Resurrection of Christ. Each Sunday we relive once 
again our joy that Christ is risen. And that joy is so deep, so profound, that it 
bears witness of itself: we rejoice not only because the Lord is risen, but because 
his Resurrection is for us the beginning of new, renewed life. In the Sermon 
of John Chrysostom which is read on the night of Christ’s Resurrection each 
year, it is said that ‘Christ is risen, and there is none dead in the tomb...’ And we 
ourselves continue to pass on this message from one century to the next. Yet is 
it true? Do we not see that death continues to reap its harvest around us? Are 

there not graves beside Christian churches as well? How can we say that ‘there 
is none dead in the tomb’, that Christ has conquered death by death?

We can say this because death has two completely different meanings, and 
the tombs are indeed empty. Until the coming of Christ, every human being, 
when he died – whether he was righteous or not – was deprived of the joy of 
meeting God. According to the Old Testament story of the primal sin of our 
ancestors, Adam and Eve, the whole human race was deprived of the radiance, 
the joy, the glory of God. Everyone who died thereafter entered into an abyss of 
horror, of separation from God and, as a result, of separation from those closest 
to him. And his death was twofold: not just an earthly death when the soul, 
separated from the body, flies upward towards God and worships at the throne 
of the Lord, who consoles it for its earthly sorrows. There was another death 
as well, a second separation. While someone lived on this earth, he could, in 
one way or another, with just the tip of his soul, touch at least the border of 
the Lord’s garment. But after death, any separation became final, definitive, 
dreadful. And age after age people waited for the Saviour, for the one who 
would unite heaven and earth, God and creation. But until the Lord came, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, that separation remained dark and terrible.
And then the Lord came and died on the Cross the death of every 

man, having first shared in the dreadful loneliness and torment 
that precedes death. Remember the garden of Gethsemene: ‘O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me...’ He shared in the 
horror of that separation when he cried out to God from the Cross: 
‘My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ And he descended 
into hell... into hell!

And hell opened wide with joy in the hope that now the enemy 
whom it had found invincible on earth had been overcome and 
taken prisoner. Hell opened up, as John Chrysostom says, to take 
in flesh – and opened itself to God. Hell opened to imprison the 
incarnate Son of God become man – and before him stood, into 
him entered the Living God who fills all things, entering hell and 
destroying it for ever. Hell was no longer that former terrible hell of 
separation, because in it was the living God.

The Prophet David in his mysterious vision said: ‘Whither shall I go then 
from thy presence? If I go up into heaven, thou art there: If I go down to 
hell, thou art there also’. For us this seems simple, because for us that eternal, 
hopeless hell of the absence of God no longer exists. But for the man of the 
Old Testament this was a puzzling statement: how can God be where God is 
not? How can he be in the place of separation from God? But David foresaw 
– and prophetically foretold – the coming of the Lord and the end of that 
final separation. Today death has become for us something else. Now it is a 
falling asleep. In the body we fall asleep to the anxieties of the earth, and peace 

Continued on other side

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018: “ANTIPASCHA”: THOMAS SUNDAY 
(TONE 1, MATINS GOSPEL 1)

8:40 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm  Youth Movie Event: “Risen” 
 (Bernadette Chilcote’s home)

MONDAY, APRIL 16:
6:30 pm  Parish Council Meeting (Church Hall)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18:
6:00 pm  Moleben Service for the Unborn
 (OCLife)
7:00 pm  Special Study: Festal Icons of Holy Week (Raising of Lazarus)

SATURDAY, APRIL 21:
4:15 pm  Church School
5:00 pm  Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers (followed by confessions)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz, Margaret Wey.
       

PRAY FOR THE NEWLY ILLUMINED OF OUR PARISH: 
Rocío Carrasco, Chris Hohne, John Minniear, and Chuck & Kitty Ryerson.
       

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMENS: 
Sophie Cannon and Miriam Fakhoury

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (Sunday of the Myrrhbearers): Acts 6:1-7; 
Mark 15:43–16:8.

Wednesday, May 2: Midfeast of Pentecost
Wednesday, May 16

6:30 pm  Vigil for the Ascension
Thursday, May 17: Feast of the Ascension

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy (with Academy students)
Sunday, May 20

12:00 pm  Patronal Festal Celebration 
 (picnic behind the house, weather permitting)

Monday, May 21: Ss. Constantine & Elena
8:00 am  Divine Liturgy (with Academy students)

Saturday, May 26
6:00 pm  Great Vespers with Litia for Pentecost


