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as outstanding and talented as Arius, but he was marked by his piety, and was 
truly of righteous and holy life. For this reason the clergy and flock honored 
him and elected him.

This piqued Arius’ wounded self-love. Unfortunately, this is always the 
story in the history of heresies. In the beginning there lies an evil motive, an 
evil impulse of a personal character, which is wrapped in a robe as a kind 
of fidelity to truth.

Thus Arius, in his self-love, decided to speak out against his own bishop – he 
could not accept the fact that he was not a bishop. Once Bishop Alexander 
spoke with his clergy about the Mystery of the Holy Trinity, about the equality 
of its Persons, that the Holy Trinity is a Trinity of Unity, inasmuch as in three 
Persons there is One Divine Essence, One Divine Nature. Arius boldly stood up 
and began to contradict him and began to assert that the Son of God is not 
equal to God the Father, as Bishop Alexander had said, or not born of Him, 
but created by Him, as a creature, as creation. True, higher, more perfect, but 
still creation, a creature. Alexander tried to reason with gentle admonitions to 
reason with Arius, but he persevered. And since he was eloquent, this heresy 
arose, and because of him it spread and eventually roused the entire Church.

Alexander, as a bishop, excommunicated him from the Church. He left, but 
began to spread his doctrine further and further. In the end, the Equal-to-
the-Apostles Emperor Constantine himself commissioned the Elder Hosius of 
Cordova, well known for his piety and deep wisdom to make out what this was, 
what this was for a heresy. The elderly Bishop Hosius, pious and wise, arrived 
in Alexandria. Without any prejudice, absolutely impartial, he investigated 
this question, and returned and told the Emperor that Arius was preaching 
a horrible heresy, which subverts all of Christianity. For if the Son of God is 
not equal to God the Father and is not born of Him, then He is not God, but 
creation, which means that he was not incarnate as the true God-Man. That 
means that the deed of our salvation was not accomplished as our Christian 
faith teaches us.

In the end, an Ecumenical Council assembled. Arius had only a few bishops 
on his side. The overwhelming majority of bishops (and more than 300 as-
sembled for the Council) stood firmly for the Orthodox faith, condemned the 
heresy of Arius, and excommunicated him from the Church, as a persistent 
and uncorrected heretic.

This heretic died a horrible death, but his heresy agitated the Church for 
a long time. Only gradually did it begin to subside. It had to be fought by 
Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom, who lived after 
Arius. But, in the end, truth triumphed, but there was a moment when in the 
East, of all Orthodox bishops, only St Athanasius the Great remained, and in 
the West only St Hilary of Poitiers; all the other episcopal cathedras, hundreds 
of cathedras, were taken by bishops who were themselves Arian heretics.

The Church, however, was not lost. It was difficult for St Athanasius to 
fight with the heretics in the East. Many times he was exiled, but he re-
mained unmoved. When he learned in his solitude that at last he had an 
ally, a successor, in St Basil the Great, did this great defender of Orthodoxy 
breathed a sigh of relief. Thus did the Church experience this heresy, that is 
how it was disturbed by it.

After Arius there were other heretics. They were also condemned by Ecumen-
ical Councils. But today we remember the First Ecumenical Council, which 
condemned Arius and his heresy. Amen.
http://www.pravmir.com/sunday-of-the-fathers-of-the-first-ecumenical-council/

FATHER, GIVE US A PROFITABLE WORD…
There was a man who ate a lot and was still hungry, and another who ate 

little and was satisfied. The one who ate a lot and was still hungry received a 
greater reward than he who ate little and was satisfied. 
Apophthegmata Patrum 

For to despise the present age, not to love transitory things, unreservedly 
to stretch out the mind in humility to God and our neighbor, to preserve 
patience against offered insults and, with patience guarded, to repel the pain 
of malice from the heart, to give one’s property to the poor, not to covet that 
of others, to esteem the friend in God, on God’s account to love even those 
who are hostile, to mourn at the affliction of a neighbor, not to exult in the 
death of one who is an enemy, this is the new creature whom the Master of the 
nations seeks with watchful eye amid the other disciples, saying:”If, then, any 
be in Christ a new creature, the old things are passed away. Behold all things 
are made new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
St. Gregory the Great 

A greedy appetite for food is terminated by satiety and the pleasure of drink-
ing ends when our thirst is quenched. And so it is with the other things... But 
the possession of virtue, once it is solidly achieved, cannot be measured by time 
nor limited by satiety. Rather, to those who are its disciples it always appears as 
something ever new and fresh. 
St. Gregory of Nyssa 

Have unfeigned love among yourselves, keep the Tradition, and may the God 
of peace be with you and confirm you in love. 
St. Paul of Obnora

The old men said to Abba Agathon about Abba Elias, in Egypt, ‘He is a good 
Abba.’ The old man answered them, ‘In comparison with his own generation, 
he is good.’ They said to him, ‘And what is he in comparison with the an-
cients?’ He gave them this answer, ‘I have said to you that in comparison with 
his generation he is good but as to that of the ancients, in Scetis I have seen 
a man who, like Joshua the son of Nun could make the sun stand still in the 
heavens.’ At these words they were astounded and gave glory to God.
Abba Agathon

FATHERS OF THE FIRST 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL



KONTAK FOR THE ASCENSION
When you fulfilled your dispensation for our sakes, uniting things on earth 

to those in heaven, you ascended in glory, O Christ our God, from where you 
were never separated; and remaining inseparable from us, you cry out to those 
who love you: I am with you, and no one shall be against you.

     

PATRONAL FEAST
We come once again to the celebration of the Feast of our 

Patrons, Constantine & Elena (our “Second Pascha”) today 
and tomorrow. Our “pre-celebration” of the community 
pitch-in Culminates with the celebration of great vespers with 
Litia this evening at 6 PM. Tomorrow, we will serve the Divine 
Liturgy at 8 am. Let us rejoice in all of the goodness of God 
that has been shown to our parish, and continues to be made 
manifest. Truly, “let us love one another, so that with one 
mind we may confess: Father, Son and Holy Spirit!”

CELEBRATION EVENT FOR HSCA
Our parish school, Hagia Sophia Classical Academy, will 

finish its seventh year on May 24th. We will then hold our 
annual celebration, “Nox Palmati” (“Night of Palms”) this Friday evening, 
May 25th, beginning at 6:30 pm with awards and presentations, followed by 
the premier of a school play on film, “Hamlet’s Dilemma.” All are invited to 
celebrate our school and students, and to see the fruits of this treasure with 
which God has entrusted us. Please mark your calendars and join us!

SOUL SATURDAY PAN-ORTHODOX LITURGY
This year for the Soul Saturday before Pentecost, as it falls on Memorial 

Day weekend (this coming Saturday), we will join our other sister parishes at 
Oaklawn cemetery at 10 am for the Divine Liturgy and blessing of the graves. 
Service will be held at the Orthodox outdoor shrine in the south east corner of 
the cemetery. Please mark your calendar, plan to spend some time remember-
ing those departed, and bring your names for commemoration.

PENTECOST NEXT SUNDAY! (AND IT’S RACE DAY ...)
Next weekend once again brings one of our favorite challenges: 

dealing with the Indy 500 Race traffic. As in every year, we de-
termine not to allow any such secular event (and the attendant 
complications) hinder us from gathering together in God’s house 
to offer right worship and the Holy Oblation – especially as we 
will celebrate the Great Feast of Pentecost. Make plans now to 
compensate for the clogged traffic and come to church that day. 
Give yourself extra time, and come with joy and thanksgiving to 
the Lord’s Table.

FAREWELL TO OUR DEAR SISTER EVELYN
The Napariu family wishes to express their gratitude for the prayers and 

participation of all who attended the funeral services for their beloved mother 
Evelyn Evdokia. It is by her prayers, dedication and perseverance, along with 
her husband John and only a few others like them, that this parish even sur-
vived to become a home for those who have come later. She will be sorely 
missed. Donations to the church in her memory are welcome. Memory eternal!

TRAVELS THIS SPRING
Fr. David and P’sa. Janene will be away on vacation from June 2 through 

June 11. Prayers for their safe travels, and for those who serve our parish while 
they are away, are deeply appreciated.

HOMILY ON THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
Metropolitan Philaret Of Eastern American And New York (+1985)

The Orthodox Church today prayerfully remembers the Fathers of the 
First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, which once met in the city of Nicaea 
in order to investigate and judge the heresy of Arius. We know that in the 
first centuries of Christianity, the Church endured severe persecution, first 
from the Jews and then from the pagan Roman imperial power. But despite 
the fact that the persecution was bloody, despite the fact that thousands of 
Christians died under torture for their confession of faith, nonetheless, it was 
not dangerous for the Church.

The Christian of the first centuries remembered well that the Lord Jesus 
Christ said: “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the sou: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell” (Mt 10:28). And in the Apocalypse He said: “be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev 2:10). In these bloody persecutions 
Christians were faithful to death, went to martyric death, and received from 
the Lord Savior the crown of eternal life earned by them.

When the era of persecution ended, another began. This was much more 
dangerous for the Church. Then inside the Church appeared heresy, delusion, 

and distortion of the truth. They appeared immediately, but the 
first were not much noticed, and did not attract many follow-
ers. The heresy of Arius, which appeared when the persecution 
had ended, agitated the entire Church. Arius was a scholar and 
an eloquent presbyter, that is, a priest – a pastor in the city 
of Alexandria. The bishop of Alexandria died. At that time the 
flock choose its own pastors. The eloquent, educated Arius, who 
held a prominent position, was certain that he would be chosen, 
and that he would be the bishop. But the majority of the clergy 
and people chose another bishop, the presbyter Alexander, who 
was also well read, educated, and knowledgeable. He was not 

Continued on other side

PARISH LIFE
MAY 20, 2018: 7TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: FATHERS OF THE FIRST 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (TONE 6, MATINS GOSPEL 10)

8:40 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm Patronal Festal Celebration 
picnic behind the house, weather permitting
6:00 pm  Great Vespers with Litia for 
Ss. Constantine and Elena

MONDAY, MAY 21: SS. CONSTANTINE & ELENA
8:00 am  Divine Liturgy (with Academy students)
6:30 pm  Parish Council meeting (church hall)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
(No services or class)

FRIDAY, MAY 25
6:30 pm “Nox Palmati”: closing program for Hagia Sophia Classical Academy

SATURDAY, MAY 26
10:00 am  Pan-Orthodox Memorial/Soul Saturday Liturgy 
 (Oak Lawn Cemetery)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers with Litia for Pentecost

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz, and Margaret Wey

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMENS: 
Sophie Cannon and Miriam Fakhoury

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings: (Pentecost Sunday): Acts 2:16-34; John 9:1-38.

Sunday, May 27 – the Great Feast of Pentecost
8:30 am  Festal Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm  Kneeling Vespers

May 28–June 2 Fast-free Week
Sunday, June 3: Sunday of All Saints (Fr. Anthony serving)
June 4–28 Apostles Fast
Sunday, June 10: Sunday of American and Romanian Saints 
(Fr. Gabriel Monforte serving)

TROPAR FOR THE ASCENSION
You ascended in glory in Christ our God, making the disciples joyful by the 

promise of the Holy Spirit; and this blessing convinced them that you are the 
Son of God, the Savior of the world.


