Sunday evening – thus I was “bobbed” as much as I was “dunked.”
In Orthodoxy, if someone asked what is going on in Baptism, the best answer
would likely be, “Everything.” In the Baptismal Liturgy, the priest prays:
But show this water, O Master of all, to be the water of redemption, the
water of sanctification, the purification of flesh and spirit, the loosing
of bonds, the remission of sins, the illumination of the soul, the washing
of regeneration, the renewal of the Spirit, the gift of adoption to sonship,
the garment of incorruption, the fountain of life. For You have said, O
Lord: ‘Wash and be clean; put away evil things from your souls.’ You
have bestowed upon us from on high a new birth through water and the
Spirit. Therefore, O Lord, manifest Yourself in this water, and grant that
he (she) who is baptized therein may be transformed; that he (she)
may put away from himself (herself) the old man, which is
corrupt through the lusts of the flesh, and that he (she) may, in
like manner, be a partaker of Your Resurrection; and having
preserved the gift of Your Holy Spirit, and increased the measure
of grace committed to him (her), he (she) may receive the prize of his
(her) high calling, and be numbered with the firstborn whose names
are written in heaven, in You, our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.
As far as I can tell, that is pretty much everything. For good measure, just
after the Chrism is wiped off the newly-illumined, the priest says:
You are justified. You are illumined. You are sanctified. You are
washed: in the Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of
our God.
I have heard various accounts of Baptism that stress one of the various
verbs above, but never (outside of Orthodoxy) all of these operative verbs. A
legitimate question would be, “What is it about Baptism that makes it all of
these things?”
In short, it is our union with the death and resurrection of Christ.
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. (Rom 6:3-5)
But if all these things are true of our Baptism, what can we say about Jesus’
Baptism?
Christ’s Baptism is an entrance into His Pascha – it is His death and resurrection made manifest in the waters of the Jordan. That, of course, is a strange
thing to say (or contemplate) but it is how the Church contemplates it:
The Lord refashions broken Adam in the streams of the Jordan.
And He smashes the heads of dragons lurking there.

The Lord does this, the King of the ages;
for He has been glorified.
The Lord clothed material flesh
with the immaterial fire of divinity.
Now He wraps Himself in the flowing waters of the Jordan.
The Lord does this, the Lord born in the flesh from the Virgin;
for He has been glorified.
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From the Matins of Theophany

Everything about Christ’s Baptism echoes Pascha. Its feast is thus called
by some, “The Winter Pascha.” When the Christian life is rightly understood,
everything has this Paschal shape. It is the image according to which we were
created (the Lamb that was slain). It makes it possible for us to say with St.
Paul: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me”
(Gal. 2:20).
This life in union with the Crucified and Risen Christ is the very heart of
our existence. We are not so much “moral agents” as “cruciformed persons.”
We do not merely “try not to sin,” we are “dead to sin.” For this reason, we say
that prayer is the “one thing needful.” Prayer is our actively uniting ourselves
to Christ, for apart from Him, “we can do nothing.”
The Cross cannot be loved from a distance or theologized at arms-length.
It is revealed to us only in union. It is a continual ‘yes’ to Christ and ‘yes’ to
neighbor and enemy.
The waters saw You, O God; The waters saw You, they were afraid;
The depths also trembled.
The clouds poured out water; The skies sent out a sound;
Your arrows also flashed about.
The voice of Your thunder was in the whirlwind;
The lightnings lit up the world;
The earth trembled and shook.
Your way was in the sea, Your path in the great waters,
And Your footsteps were not known.
You led Your people like a flock
By the hand of Moses and Aaron.(Ps. 77:16-78:1)

THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND GOD
AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/2018/01/04/theophany-waters-afraid/

HYMN FOR HOLY COMMUNION IN ROMANIAN

Trupul lui Hristos primiţi şi din izvorul cel fără de moarte gustaţi.
Aliluia, aliluia, aliluia!
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PARISH LIFE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019: THE THEOPHANY OF
OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
8:30 am Festal Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (St. Basil)
12:00 pm Children’s Nativity Play
(end of coffee hour)
2:00 pm Outdoor Blessing of Water
(White River at 30th Street)
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9
6:15 pm Daily Vespers
7:00 pm “Heavenly Banquet” Study resumes
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12
5:00 pm Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm Great Vespers (followed by confessions)
HYMNS FOR THE FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY– THROUGH JANUARY 14
Troparion of Theophany, Tone 1
At your baptism in the Jordan River, O Lord, the worship due to the Holy
Trinity was made manifest: For the voice of the Father bore witness to
you by calling you his beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the truth of his word. O Christ our God, who have revealed
yourself and enlightened the world, glory to you!
Kontakion of the Theophany, Tone 4
Today you have appeared to the world, and your light, O Lord, has
shone on us, who with understanding praise you: You have come and
revealed yourself, O Light unapproachable!
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND AND THOSE EXPECTING
CHILDREN OF OUR PARISH:
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jamie Hohne (and unborn child), Jan Isham,
Brigid Johns (and unborn child), Jennifer Lashbrook (and unborn child), Filomena Vraciu, Jillian Walsh (and unborn child), Zachary Waltz and Margaret
Wey							
LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (Sunday after Theophany: Tone 8, Matins
Gospel 11): Ephesians 4:7-13; Matthew 4:12-17.
Sunday, January 27:
12:30 pm Annual General Assembly
Tuesday, January 29:
6:30 pm Vigil for the Three Hierarchs

Wednesday January 30: Three Holy Hierarchs, Basil the Great,
John Chrysostom and Gregory the Theologian
8:00 am Divine Liturgy (with the Academy)
ANNUAL NATIVITY PLAY
This year’s Nativity play t will be presented following coffee hour today. We
always enjoy this heart-warming and festive presentation from our young parishioners. May God, through this offering, write the wonder of his Incarnation
into their hearts – and in ours!
HOUSE BLESSING SEASON 2019
The period after the Feast of the Theophany is house blessing time: a time
to rededicate our homes and our lives to Christ, and ask God’s blessing for the
coming year. It is also a good opportunity for the priest to have a bit more time
for conversation and fellowship with individual families, in a more intimate
setting. Great Lent begins on March 11, 2019; it is advised to have all house
blessings completed before then. There will be a sign up sheet for home blessings on the bulletin board in the church hall, with suggestions for concentrating on the various areas of the city in the same time period, and Dn. Paul
will be assisting with scheduling. Any possible daytime appointments would be
helpful and welcome. Please take a look at your calendars, and sign up on the
sheet. Call the church office or call/ text Fr. David’s cell phone (317.627.2282)
to make an appointment. (Please note that Father will be out of town from the
evening of the 6th through the 9th.)
2019 CHURCH CALENDARS ARE IN!
Our annual calendar filled with many pictures of our life together (as well as
feasts, fasts, vigils, birthdays, anniversaries and namedays) is available at the
bookstore. A bargain at $15! The small wall calendars are also available on the
table in the narthex (free, first come-first served), and the Episcopate pocket
calendars and Romanian wall calendars are available at the book corner.
BOOK STUDY – RESUMES THIS WEEK
We once again take up our study of “The Heavenly Banquet” an in-depth
look at the service – and more importantly, the meaning – of our central
worship service, the Divine Liturgy. This week we will begin to unpack the very
central component of the Liturgy, “The Great Anaphora Prayer of Thanksgiving.” All are invited and encouraged to attend, and be edified in the discussion
of the fullness of our Orthodox Faith.
ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JANUARY 27
Pledging members who have fulfilled their pledge for 2018, and have participated in the Mysteries of the Church during the past year, should mark the
calendar for Sunday, January 27, 12:30 pm, for our annual parish meeting.
Reports on our previous year (including our parochial school, Hagia Sophia),

discussion of the building project, presentation of the 2019 budget and election
of the
Parish Council for the coming year are important items to be addressed.
		
A “GOLDEN” EVENT
On Sunday, February 3, at 5;00 PM Daniel and Kathryn Wilson will be
celebrating their first fifty years of marriage with a Service of Thanksgiving,
followed by a lovely musical interlude, and a light supper here at the church.
Everyone is invited.
If you are interested please email Daniel: drwilson48@sbcglobal.net before
January 20 as it is crucial to have a head count for the meal. No gifts, please.
ABOUT HOLY WATER
Archbishop John Maximovich of Shanghai and San Francisco
On Theophany, that is, the Day of the Lord’s Baptism, every year a great
miracle is performed. The Holy Spirit, coming down upon the water, changes
its natural properties. It becomes incorrupt, that is it does not spoil, remains
transparent and fresh for many years, receives the grace to heal illnesses, to
drive away demons and every evil power, to preserve people and their dwellings from every danger, to sanctify various objects whether for church or home
use. Therefore Orthodox Christians with reverence drink Holy Water - a great
Agiasma (holy thing), as the Greeks call it. One should always have at home
enough Theophany water so that it will last the whole year, and make use
of it at every need; in cases of illness, leaving on a journey, whenever one is
upset, students when going to examinations. They do well who daily, before
eating any kind of food, drink a little Holy Water. It strengthens the powers of
our soul - if it is done, of course, with prayer and reverence, and one does not
merely expect from it a mechanical result. Every priest should take care to bless
a sufficient quantity of water for his church, so that it will be on hand for the
course of the whole year for every need and to be given out to those who ask
for it; and parishioners should provide for themselves at Theophany with Holy
Water for the whole year and even so that it can be kept for future years.
http://www.orthodox.net/theophany/

THEOPHANY – THE WATERS WERE AFRAID
Fr. Stephen Freeman
When I was seven years old, I “went forward” one Sunday morning in response to a preacher’s invitation. I wasn’t at all certain what was going on, but
I mostly thought that I was “choosing sides.” Later that week, the preacher
came and visited my home. He met privately with me and plied me with questions. When he was done, he shook his head and said to my mother, “He’s only
seven years old, but he’s saved.” And with that, I was scheduled to be Baptized
the next Sunday evening.
No one explained anything to me about being Baptized. Indeed, I’m not sure
they knew of anything to explain. I was quite short, and had to tread water that
Continued on other side

