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to man as a biological being the moral supports he needs in order to go forth 
psychologically equipped for the difficulties in life.

We must pursue the meaning of the Church and salvation beyond that. To 
begin with, man must see himself as a being who is not self-sufficient in his 
physical subsistence. In other words, we must get away from this biological 
perception of what man is. The pursuit of salvation presupposes a theologi-
cal and anthropological approach. Without it, any discussion about the 
Church breaks down in very secular way.

According to the Christian understanding, there is only one Chris-
tian mystery that is embodied by the Church and forms the basis for 
any discussion about salvation. And that mystery is the fact that God be-
came man. It is an understanding, which one may find only in Christianity, 
and it elevates the discussion about salvation and the meaning of life to a level 
quite different from any other religion. If we’d prefer to say that the Church and 
Christianity are not a religion but something different, it is precisely because 
the Christian tradition and Christian spirituality have as their foundation the 
mystery that God became man.

This is a fact that inevitably results in a series of things. It means that man 
is not only a being that is born, grows old and dies according to a biological or-
der, but rather that man is the being with whom God Himself was united. This 
is also the premise of any understanding of man’s creation. We often witness 
tensions and disagreements about the creation of man that have no spiritual 
basis. For whether one supports the idea that man descended from an animal 
that developed with time and became Homo Sapiens, or that man was created 
as a clay statue which came to life, in the end, there is no essential difference. 
Obviously, in both cases the composition of this creature came from the ele-
ments of the universe, that is, from the scattered dust of the universe, which, 
in some way, resulted in organized forms of life. Both of these views come 
down to that simple truth. The true Christian perspective in this discussion is 
in the knowledge that man is the being with whom God united Himself. It is a 
truth that often escapes us, even as Christians, and we try anthropological ap-
proaches to the subject of creation without  taking this theological dogma into 
consideration. As a result, our theological discussions sometimes are marked 
by the same stupidity that marks worldly philosophy, if not worse. The world 
thinks that it can explore the existence, conscience, reasoning, and moral 
and social values of man by viewing him as an objective biological, natural 
phenomenon. As Christians, however, we must make the clear distinction that, 
because man’s flesh is united with God Himself in the Person of Christ, the to-
tality of man is not exhausted by his biological nature even though his natural 
energies give that appearance. It is impossible to talk about man and the basis 
of his salvation apart from the self-evident fact that he is man not because of 
biological coincidences but because God became man.

Certainly this is a theoretical base, but it can turn from theoretical to living 
and empirical through a life in the Holy Spirit. It is then that the mystery of the 
Church starts to play a critical role for man. For it is shown that it is impossible 
for man to be an independent and self-perfecting being without God. Without 
his relations with God, he ceases to be a true man. If there is a difference 

between man and the rest of the creation, it springs from precisely that single, 
unprecedented theological dogma about “the only new thing under the 

sun” that the Fathers of the Church uttered. Responding to the saying 
of the ancient philosophers that there was “nothing new under the 
sun,” the Fathers said that there is only one thing that is not repeated, 

that is incomprehensible to every human brain, that is entirely outside 
all natural order: that God became man. This reality signals an event in 

human history that counteracts the idea of perishable time. [to be continued]

FATHER, GIVE US A PROFITABLE WORD…
“Remember that the Lord is in every Christian. When your neighbor comes 

to you, always have great respect for him, because the Lord is in him, and often 
expresses His will through him. ‘

It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure’ 
(Phil. 2:13).

Therefore, do not grudge anything to your brother, but do unto him as unto 
the Lord; especially as you do not know in whom the Lord will come and visit 
you; be impartial to all, be kind to all, sincere and hospitable.

Remember that sometimes God speaks even through unbelievers, or dis-
poses their hearts towards us, as it happened in Egypt when the Lord gave 
Joseph favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. (Gen. 39:21).”
St. John of Kronstad

A true Christian is made by faith and love toward Christ.
Our sins do not in the least hinder our Christianity, according to the word 

of the Savior Himself.
He deigned to say: not the righteous have I come to call, but sinners to sal-

vation; there is more joy in heaven over one who repents than over ninety 
righteous ones.

Likewise concerning the sinful woman who touched His feet,
He deigned to say to the Pharisee Simon: to one who has love, a great debt is 

forgiven, but from one who has no love, even a small debt will be demanded.
From these judgments a Christian should bring himself to hope and joy, and 

not in the least accept an inflicted despair. Here one needs the shield of faith.
St. Herman of Alaska



the hard work of attending to all the details. May the Lord receive our efforts 
and our offerings, and bless the growth of our parish, “for the good of his 
people and to the glory of his name”!

     

JULY COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED
We have two dates in July that need someone to host the fellowship hour: 

the next two Sundays, July 14 and July 21. Remember that food for coffee hour 
need not be large or extravagant – donuts and coffee are perfectly acceptable 
(and these are non-fasting days, so there are no restrictions). If anyone is able 
(perhaps two families can work together), please help facilitate this most im-
portant aspect of our community life; it is a vital part of the “liturgy after the 
Liturgy”! Contact Dn. Paul to volunteer. 

BOOK STUDY CONTINUES
The Wednesday evening we continue our study of The Heavenly Banquet 

with a discussion of the moment called the “epiclesis,” the invocation of the 
Holy Spirit upon the assembled Faithful and the Gifts. All are invited and 
encouraged to attend, and be edified in the discussion of the fullness of our 
Orthodox Faith.

90TH ANNIVERSARY CONGRESS: SPECIAL ELECTION
Our Episcopate celebrates its 90th year of existence as a church body this 

year. As a part of this year’s Congress (August 30–September 1), at the request 
of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, the Episcopate Council has put forth 
Rev. Fr. Vicar Dan Hoarște to be elected as an Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese. 
Fr. Dan has visited us a couple of times in recent years. (Fr. Dan’s biography is 
posted on the hall bulletin board.) Please keep him, the Archbishop, and our 
Diocese in your prayers, for God to continue to lead and prosper us for the work 
of his Kingdom.

YOUNG ADULTS CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITY
An organization called “Connect Orthodox” (www.connectorthodox.org) is 

announcing their annual conference this fall, with the theme, “The Mystery 
of Faithfulness.” The Connect Conference is for Orthodox young adults in their 
20’s and 30’s. Through learning, fellowship, and worship, the goal of the con-
ference is to better connect us to our faith, the Church, and each other. The 
format of the conference includes keynote addresses to the group, breakout 
sessions in smaller groups with time for Q&A, worship times including the 
Divine Liturgy, and plenty of opportunities for fellowship.

This year’s keynote speaker is our beloved friend, Hieromonk Seraphim (Al-
dea). Other speakers are Drs. Peter and Patricia Bouteneff, Fr. Stephen Andrew 
Damick and Fr. Gregory Georgiou. The Conference will be held in Atlanta GA 
on October 4-6. “Early Bird” registration is available through July 26. See the 
flier in the hall for more details.

THE MEANING OF SALVATION IN CHRIST [A SERIES]
by John Kalomiros 

The experience of salvation in Christ presupposes knowledge of the mystery 
of the Church. The meaning of ecclesial life cannot be exhausted by attend-
ing a service at some parish church. Certainly participation in worship is the 
cornerstone of Christian experience and the life of the parish. On the other 
hand, ecclesial life should spring forth from inside a man in such a way that it 
will spread to other aspects of his life as well and embrace his daily existence 
as a whole. Otherwise, one may think his participation in the Church is some-
thing limited to a specific day and time or that it is a compartment of his life 
detached from everything else. But if he remains with this thought only, he will 
always wonder about a big question: In the end, what does it all mean?

This should be the starting point of inquiries on these matters. If we limit 
ecclesial life to a perfunctory participation in worship, then we will have only 
a very small part of the picture, and it is doubtful that meaning could spring 
from such particularity. As people who care about spiritual life, we need to 
understand well that what we call meaning can only arise from a catholicity, a 
wholeness, that embraces everything in our lives. It is impossible for meaning 
to spring from the particular. The particular by itself never produces a mean-
ing but rather only a fragmentary picture. The particular has always to do with 
the element of individuality, that is, with what a man does as an individual 
in his life. For example, whether he goes or does not go to Church on Sunday 
morning is a private decision--a matter of his own private life. And meaning 
is not contained within individuality. If that part of life springs forth from a 
more catholic and broader human spiritual perspective and experience which 
guides him to live every moment of his life in a certain manner, only then can 
a man distinguish meaning behind all those isolated actions.

If we want our works to bear fruit, we have to avoid an attitude that simply 
recycles standard practices without ever questioning the actual meaning that 
lies beneath them. We will not be judged for the fulfillment of the law or for 
our obedience to certain rules of Christian life but rather for the ethos of our 
life, which springs from within us in a living way as testimony to Christ and 
the Gospel.

What do we Christians mean when we say “salvation?” What can salvation pos-
sibly mean for certain creatures, such as men, who are born, grow old, and die?

In order to have a meaningful discussion about salvation, we have to be 
fully conscious that the objective has to do with something beyond nature. 
Otherwise, if we lower the level of our discussion about the meaning of salva-
tion to things which are purely of a natural or biological order and perceive 
man simply in some natural terms, we will gain only a psychological and 
moral understanding of our objective, an understanding that one can meet 
in any other human religion. The objective of religions in general is to offer 

Continued on other side

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY, JULY 7, 2019: 3RD SUNDAY SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(TONE 2, MATINS GOSPEL 3)

8:40 am  Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
6:15 pm  Daily Vespers
7:00 pm  “Heavenly Banquet” Study

SATURDAY, JULY 13:
5:00 pm  Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers (followed by confessions)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND AND THOSE WITH  
NEWBORNS IN OUR PARISH: 

Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jamie Hohne (and newborn daughter), Jan 
Isham, Filomena Vraciu, Zachary Waltz and Margaret Wey

       

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings (4th Sunday after Pentecost: Fathers of the 
4th Council; Tone 3, Matins Gospel 4): Romans 6:18-23, Titus 3:8-15;  
Matthew 8:5-13, John 17:1-13.

Sunday, July 14:
1:30 pm  Baptism of Joseph Nicodemus Mark Wey

July 14-20: St. John Camp
Sunday, July 21:

12:00 pm  Blessing of Vehicles (church parking lot)
August 1-14: Dormition Fast
Wednesday, August 14

6:30 pm  Vigil for the Dormition
Thursday, August 15: Dormition of the Mother of God

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for the Dormition
Sunday, August 18:

12:00 pm  Annual Church Picnic

SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY DECISION
It’s official: we are ready to build! After a brief presentation about the details 

of both the construction and the financing for the project, those gathered at the 
Special Parish Assembly last Sunday voted unanimously to move ahead with 
our long-awaited project of building the new St. Andrew’s Hall. Construction 
may begin as early as next month. Watch for details and information as they 
develop.

Thanks to all who gave of their time to attend the Assembly, and especially 
to those who prepared the materials, offered explanation, and who are doing 


