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asceticism, something that the whole Body of Christ does together, and each of 
us enters into that corporate experience to the best of our ability. Let us encour-
age each other to “set our minds on things above” as we orient our lives to the 
“Dayspring from on high” who comes to us as a little Child.

PARENTING BOOK – TAKING ORDERS
Once again, our book corner is taking orders for the book, “Parenting to-

ward the Kingdom.” The Orthodox Christian tradition is filled with wisdom 
and guidance about the biblical path of salvation. Yet this 
guidance remains

largely inaccessible to parents and often disconnected 
from the parenting challenges we face in our homes. 
“Parenting Toward the Kingdom” will help you make the 
connections between the spiritual life as we understand 
it in the Orthodox Church and the ongoing challenges 
of raising children. It takes the best child development 
research and connects it with the timeless truths of our 
Christian faith to offer you real strategies for navigating 
the challenges of daily life.

This book is written by Dr. Philip Mamalakis, who with his wife Georgia 
and seven children, lives in Boston, Massachusetts, where he is the Assistant 
Professor of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 
See the signup sheet on the book kiosk, or speak with Brian Pletcher. This will 
be the last week for orders.

AN ADDITION TO OUR PATRONAL ICON
A beautiful white cloth was carried by Brian and Jennifer Pletcher earlier this 

year to Paris, and brought to the tomb of our patroness, St. Elena, laid near her 
relics there with prayer and anointing with oil from the vigil lamp, and then 
brought back to us. It has now been draped around the icon of our patrons that 
is usually set on the south stand for veneration. It is a physical “connection” 
with our beloved patroness. Thank you to the Pletchers for their caring efforts 
on behalf of us all. St. Elena, pray to God for us!

ORTHODOX THANKSGIVING DAY PRAYER
Fr. Emmanuel Hatzidakis

Master, Lord, God Almighty, we have gathered together to praise Your maj-
esty, to bless You, to glorify You, the only true God, and to offer thanks to You 
with a grateful heart for all the blessings You have bestowed upon us, and You 
continue to do.

O Lord, we find ourselves in this land as Jonah did in the boat, when, in 
time of danger, all of the sailors and passengers, though of different faiths, 
yet with one heart, they raised supplicatory arms, each to their respective god. 
You, the only true and living God, did not despise their prayers, because of the 

confusion of their minds and lack of knowledge, but answered their prayers, 
revealing to them Your holy will, and rescuing them from danger.

We too, O God of our fathers, as we are about to sit down and partake of 
these gifts You have set before us, we raise up our arms to You and ask You to 
accept our prayer of thanksgiving, along with people of every faith on this land. 
We unite our prayer together with every American, thankful for the religious 
freedom we enjoy — if only we use it to learn about You, the true God, in order 
to know You, love You and worship You in truth.

We are especially thankful, Almighty God, for Your ineffable love toward us, 
Your ungrateful and unworthy servants, and for the sacrifice on the Cross of 
Your only begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, and for the gifts 
of Your all Holy Good and Life-giving Spirit.

Gratefully we unite our voices and we pray to You, with the prayer taught us 
by Your Son and our God Jesus Christ, saying…[Our Father]
http://orthodoxwitness.org/orthodox-thanksgiving-day-prayer/

ANOTHER THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Fr. George Shalhoub

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Lord, hear our prayer and attend to our supplication as we pray today for 

each member of our family, granting them health, strength, success and 
well-being.

We bow our heads on this day of Thanksgiving to offer You thanks, with a 
heart full of gratitude as we remember the poor, the injured and the victims of 
terrorism throughout the world. We thank you for our church family and for 
the church we built for Your glory.

Lord, if anything is needed today, we need peace in our land. Bless our cities 
and our nation. Remember our loved ones who have gone into eternal life.

Bless the food in which we are about to receive in Your name and the hands 
that prepared it, as we always give thanks to the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.

Amen

ST. BASIL THE GREAT: WHEN YOU SIT DOWN TO EAT . . .
When you sit down to eat, pray. When you eat bread, do so thanking Him for 

being so generous to you. If you drink wine, be mindful of Him who has given 
it to you for your pleasure and as a relief in sickness. When you dress, thank 
Him for His kindness in providing you with clothes. When you look at the sky 
and the beauty of the stars, throw yourself at God’s feet and adore Him who 
in His wisdom has arranged things in this way. Similarly, when the sun goes 
down and when it rises, when you are asleep or awake, give thanks to God, who 
created and arranged all things for your benefit, to have you know, love and 
praise their Creator.
http://www.orthodoxchurchquotes.com/tag/thanksgiving/page/2/

THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS 
INTO THE TEMPLE
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21: 



The Feasts of December:
Tuesday, December 5

6:30 pm  Vigil for St. Nicholas
Wednesday, December 6

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for St. Nicholas
Tuesday, December 12

6:30 pm  Vigil for St. Herman of Alaska
Wednesday, December 13

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for St. Herman
Tuesday, December 19

6:30 pm  Vigil for St. Ignatius of Antioch
Wednesday, December 20

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for St. Ignatius

PAN-ORTHODOX THANKSGIVING DAY LITURGY
This year our parish is privileged to host the annual gathering of all the 

Orthodox faithful in the city to celebrate the Eucharist (“thanksgiving”) on 
the civil Thanksgiving holiday. What an appropriate 
way to begin this wonderful day of giving thanks 
with family and friends for all of God’s blessings in 
this life, and in our land. The Liturgy will begin at 
9 am, and will be followed by a special Litia service of 
thanksgiving and distribution of loaves for inclusion 
in the home meal. Make plans to be present.

MOLIEBEN SERVICE FOR THE UNBORN
This Wednesday evening, in place of Daily Vespers, we have offered to host 

the monthly Supplication Service (Molieben) for the Unborn, sponsored by 
OCLife of Indianapolis. Please join us for this special gathering of area Or-
thodox to pray on behalf of those struggling with the temptation of abortion.

SPECIAL STUDY THIS WEEK
This Wednesday after the Molieben service, in place of the regular “Heav-

enly Banquet” study – we will gather in the nave of the church before the icon 
of the Entry of the Theotokos to reflect on the spiritual meaning of the Feast. 
All are invited and encouraged to attend, and be edified in the discussion of 
the fullness of our Orthodox Faith.

YOUTH DINNER, DECEMBER 3
The annual youth group dinner will take the place of coffee hour on 

December 3 (closest Sunday to St. Nicholas). This is the youth’s major fund 
raiser for the coming year’s activities of fellowship and service together. All 
are encouraged to attend, and plan to give generously to support our younger 
brothers and sisters in the Faith.

NOVEMBER IS PLEDGE MONTH
The time of year has arrived again, when your parish asks you to consider 

what and how much to give in the coming year. Pledge cards are available in 
the narthex or at the book corner. As we approach the realization of the expan-
sion of our facilities ahead of us, it is more crucial than ever for the faithful to 
support the work of the Church. Please consider how much, and in what ways, 
you can give of your treasure, time and talent in 2018. May God inspire us to 
generosity and receive our humble offerings. 

SPEAKING OF PLEDGES...     
IMPORTANT NOTE: In order to qualify as a voting member of the parish 

at the annual General Assembly in January, our Episcopate By-Laws require 
that baptized Orthodox Christians, eighteen years old or older, who have faith-
fully attended the parish (from at least the last six months of the year), must 
partake of the Mysteries of Confession and Holy Communion at least once in 
the previous year, and have met their financial obligation to the parish (in our 
case, fulfilled their pledge) by December 31. This upcoming General Assembly 
will be of specific significance, as we move forward with building plans. All 
pledging members are encouraged to be ready to take part.

SAINT JOHN’S CAMP WINTER RETREAT 2017
This year’s Winter Retreat will be held Thursday, December 28th to Sunday, 

December 31st at Highland Lakes Camp near Monrovia, IN. Winter Retreat is 
for high schoolers and young adults. There will be fellowship, prayer, teachings, 
singing, games, and great merriment - don’t miss it for the World! INVITE 
YOUR FRIENDS!! Standard registration ($215) ends 12/17 – don’t wait! It is 
OKAY if you cannot pay the full registration fee up front as long as full payment 
is received two weeks before camp. If you are in need of financial assistance 
please speak to your parish priest. Scholarships may also be available through 
St. John’s Camp Programs’ Scholarship Fund. Questions? Contact the camp 
directors, Brian Deubner or Jon Beecham, at director@saintjohnscamp.org.

Please go to www.saintjohnscamp.org/events/wr2017 for more details and 
to register!

A FEW NOTES ON THE FAST
The Nativity Fast of forty days is intended to help us long for and prepare to 

celebrate the great Feast of our Lord’s Birth – his Incarnation for us and for 
our salvation. In terms of the prescribed food, it is a bit lighter in character 
than the Great Fast before Pascha: Wine and oil are allowed on all days but 
Wednesday and Friday; fish is also allowed on Saturdays and Sundays, and 
also on the feasts of the Entrance (November 21), of St. Andrew (November 
30), and St. Nicholas (December 6).

Let us remember that fasting in the Church is not an individual labor (to 
see how “well” we do or don’t do as individuals); it is an “ecclesial” work of 

Continued on other side

PARISH LIFE
NOVEMBER 15 – DECEMBER 24: NATIVITY FAST
NOVEMBER 19, 2017: 26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(TONE 7, MATINS GOSPEL 2)

8:40 am  Matins
10:00 am  Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm  Parish Council Meeting 
 (moved from Monday due to the Vigil)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20
6:30 pm  Vigil for the Entrance of the Theotokos

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21: THE ENTRANCE 
OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

8:00 am  Divine Liturgy for the Entrance 
 (with Academy students; fasting pitchin following)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
6:00 pm  Molieben (Supplication Service) with OCLife
7:00 pm  Special Study: The Feast of the Entrance (in the nave with the 

festal icon)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23: PAN-ORTHODOX THANKSGIVING DAY 
LITURGY (HOSTED IN OUR PARISH)

8:40 am  First and Third Hour
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy, followed by Litia of Thanksgiving

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
5:00 pm  Mystery of Confession (by appointment, please)
6:00 pm  Great Vespers (followed by confessions)

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND OF OUR PARISH: 
Victor Cosgarea, Jay Hanko, Jan Isham, Zachary Waltz, Margaret Wey and 

Brett Zimmerman.

LOOKING AHEAD…
Next Sunday’s readings: (30th Sunday after Pentecost): Colossians 3: 12-
16; Luke 18:18-27.

Wednesday, November 29
6:30 pm  Vigil for St. Andrew

Thursday, November 30: St. Andrew the First-Called Apostle
8:00 am  Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 3
12:00 pm  Annual Youth Dinner (in place of coffee hour)


